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FARM BILL STATUS UPDATE

The current Farm Bill expires on September 30, 2026. A temporary extension is likely, but both chambers of
Congress are making progress toward reauthorization. The measure is critical to the funding and authorization
of several key programs including nutrition assistance and crop insurance.

HOUSE ACTION

The House of Representatives passed the Farm, Food and National Security Act of 2026 (H.R. 7567) on April 30,
led by House Agriculture Chair Glenn "GT" Thompson (R-PA). Fourteen Democrats joined 209 Republicans’ to
pass the bill — a narrow bipartisan margin that reflects both the bill's limitations and the political dynamics
surrounding it.

Several provisions that had been sought by various stakeholder groups were stripped from the final bill. For
example, uniform pesticide labeling language did not survive the floor process.

House Democrats' most significant objection to the bill centered on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP). The “One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA),” the reconciliation bill that passed in summer 2025,
included a cost shift of SNAP benefits to states with error rates above 6 percent. However, states with
significantly higher error rates would enjoy a delay in the cost shift. Additionally, the reconciliation billincreased
state administrative costs from 50% to 75%. Democrats argued strenuously that the Farm Bill should delay
both provisions to give states more time to prepare for what they deemed as financial burdens on already
strained budgets, and when it did not, most withheld their support.

SENATE OUTLOOK

All eyes have now shifted to the Senate, where the path forward is clearer in its timeline but murkier in its
prospects. Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman John Boozman (R-AR) has said he plans to release a draft
billin early June and hold a markup later in the month.

While the Senate bill is expected to exclude Prop 12 preemption and pesticide labeling language, thereby
reducing potential flashpoints, SNAP remains the central fault line. Chairman Boozman has acknowledged
there is "lots of concern" about the OBBBA provision requiring states to absorb a portion of SNAP costs based
on payment error rates. Ranking Member Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) has made clear that the Democrats' top
priority is addressing the state cost-share issue. Even though Chairman Boozman has signaled some openness
to negotiation, it’s unclear how such a change would be received by some Republicans and the Trump
administration.

A partisan bill could very well pass out of committee, but the 60-vote threshold on the Senate floor is where the
Farm Bill’s prospects get precarious. With Senate Democrats holding firm on SNAP relief for states, Chairman
Boozman faces a fundamental tension: any bill capable of clearing the floor will almost certainly require

"One Member voted yes as an Independent, so the final vote was 224-200.
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meaningful SNAP concessions. Yet, those same concessions could undercut the House votes needed to pass
a conference report. In short, the Senate path and the House path may be mutually exclusive, and until that
contradiction is resolved, the prospects for a final, enacted Farm Bill remain genuinely unclear.

BOTTOM LINE

The Farm Bill is moving on a defined timeline, but the endgame is uncertain. A Senate committee product is
likely achievable in June, particularly if Chairman Boozman and Ranking Member Klobuchar continue their
working dialogue. Floor passage is a different matter, especially as the midterms draw near. The SNAP cost-
shift issue has the potential to either be a dealmaker — if Republicans show flexibility — or the bill's undoing.
The June markup will be critical, as the treatment of SNAP in the Senate draft will be the clearest signal yet of
whether a final bill is achievable before the current extension lapses.



