
 

 

 

BGR Group Mourns the Passing of Joe Ellis 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (June 18, 2026) - BGR Group is deeply saddened to announce the passing of 
our friend and colleague Joe Ellis after an accident late last week while supporting the U.S. 
delegation to the G7 Meeting in France.  

Joe joined the BGR team in 2025 and quickly made an impact as an encouraging and supportive 
presence. He was widely loved and respected by his colleagues, clients, family and friends. Joe 
worked at the highest levels of government and business throughout his career. Born in Mississippi 
and raised in Alabama, Joe was well known for his kindness, humility, and consistent perspective of 
gratitude. Joe was an avid Alabama football fan and never met a stranger. He was generous with his 
time, humor, and wisdom. He was also well regarded as a tireless and committed advocate and 
friend.  

“Joe’s example of selfless leadership will inspire countless people for years to come,” BGR Group 
Chairman and CEO Bob Wood said. “We are devastated by this loss and will forever work to fill the 
void he has left in our hearts. Our thoughts and prayers are with his mother Jerri, his sister Cheri and 
her husband Tracey, and his nephew Noah at this time.”  

Over the course of his career, Joe was trusted and called upon by multiple administrations to serve 
as the lead advance representative for high-profile diplomatic engagements undertaken by the 
President of the United States. Joe worked with host governments, the White House Military Office, 
the United States Secret Service, and White House Senior Staff to ensure the logistical and 
operational elements of each visit was in place for our country to be represented properly on the 
global stage. Among the events Joe led the planning for were President Trump’s surprise trip to 
Afghanistan in 2019, trips to Doha, Qatar and the NATO Summit at The Hague, Netherlands, the State 
visit to the United Kingdom in 2025, and most recently the G7 Meeting in France.  

Joe had previously served as Chief of Staff to Representative Max Miller (R-OH), as Vice President 
and Head of U.S. Government Affairs and External Campaigns for bp, a major oil and gas exploration 
and production corporation with interests in more than 40 U.S. states, and Assistant Secretary for 
Administration and Management at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. In these 
roles, Joe built and led teams of people who benefited tremendously from his leadership, wisdom, 
and attention to detail.  

Joe’s example of steadiness, connection, and kindness will live on through the vast network of 
colleagues and friends he built over time.  

In Joe’s memory, BGR Group is donating to the Fisher House Foundation, a nonprofit that provides 
cost-free “home away from home” lodging for families and caregivers of active-duty service 
members and veterans receiving treatment at major military and VA medical centers.  
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https://www.fisherhouse.org/about/

