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Overview

Outlook: 

• Six of the seven presidential battleground states (AZ, GA, MI, NV, PA, and WI) will have gubernatorial contests in 2026. Trump carried 

all six states in 2024.

• Trump won 16 states with Republican governors whose offices are up in 2026, and Harris won two. Of the 16 states that Trump won, 

Biden won two in 2020 – Georgia and Nevada. Seven states voted for the presidential candidate opposite to their governor’s party. 

States with Democratic governors that went for Trump in 2024 were AZ, KS, MI, PA, and WI. States with Republican governors that 

went for Harris in 2024 were NH and VT.

• The incumbent president’s party typically loses seats in midterm elections, just as with U.S. House and Senate elections. In fact, the 

president’s party has lost seats in 16 of the 20 midterms since the end of World War II.

• Recent history suggests that we are likelier to see party changes in open seats than in states defended by incumbents.

Other Races: 30 State Attorney General races are on the 2026 ballot – 14 in current Republican-controlled states and 16 in current 

Democratic-controlled states. At least seven seats (AL, CO, GA, MI, NV, OH, and RI) will be open contests. More than 6,000 state 

legislators in 46 states (88 of the 99 legislative chambers) will be on the ballot in 2026. Chambers with elections to watch are those with 

narrow majorities, including the Arizona House and Senate, the Pennsylvania House, the Minnesota House, and the Michigan House.

Republicans currently control 26 governorships to 24 for Democrats. 36 gubernatorial seats are on the ballot in 2026, evenly split 
between Republican and Democratic control.  At least 18 seats will be open contests (10R / 8D), primarily because of term limits. They 
include AL,  AK, CA, CO, FL, GA, IA, KS, ME, MI, MN, NM, OH, OK, SC, TN, WI, and WY. 
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Cook Political Report: Race Ratings
As of April 13, 2026
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Sabato’s Crystal Ball: Race Ratings
As of April 13, 2026
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Job Approval of U.S. Governors
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Races in Focus: 2026 Toss-Ups & Competitive Races
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Arizona Toss Up

Overview: The 2026 Arizona gubernatorial election is shaping up to be competitive in this key swing state. Incumbent Democratic 

Governor Katie Hobbs is running for re-election and has a substantial fundraising advantage. On the Republican side, U.S. Representatives 

Andy Biggs and David Schweikert are the declared candidates, with Biggs carrying an endorsement from President Donald Trump. Karrin 

Taylor Robson, who unsuccessfully sought the GOP nomination in 2022, was the first Republican candidate to declare in the race but 

suspended her campaign in February. She had the initial Trump endorsement, before the President co-endorsed Biggs. In hypothetical 

general election matchups, Hobbs and the leading Republican contenders are polling in a tight range, with Hobbs holding narrow leads in 

some surveys. Arizona remains a pivotal battleground. President Joe Biden won in 2020 by just over 10,000 votes, though Trump won 

more handily in 2024 by nearly 200,000. Republicans have a ~300,000 voter registration advantage over Democrats.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent: Katie Hobbs (D) – Running for reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 50.3%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 52.2%

Partisan Voting Index: R+2

Primary Election:  August 4, 2026

Other Races: Alongside the governor's contest, Attorney General (Kris Mayes, D), Secretary of State (Adrian Fontes, D) and Treasurer (Kimberly 

Yee, R) offices are also on the ballot. The election will be the first in Arizona to include candidates for the newly established position of Lieutenant 

Governor. All House and Senate seats are on the ballot in 2026. Republicans currently control both houses: 17-13 in the Senate, and 33-27 in the 

House.

Democrats

• Governor Katie Hobbs (Incumbent) 

Republicans

• Andy Biggs (U.S. Congressman)

• David Schweikert  (U.S. Congressman)



Georgia Lean R

Overview: Georgia will be at the center of the political landscape in 2026, featuring both a high-profile Senate race and an open governor’s seat 

due to popular incumbent Republican Governor Brian Kemp being term-limited. On the Republican side, President Trump endorsed Lieutenant 

Governor Burt Jones, who has widely been seen as the early frontrunner. Businessman Rick Jackson's entry into the race has the potential to alter 

the contours of the GOP primary with Jackson pledging to invest heavily in his outsider run. While Georgia has become a battleground at the 

federal level in recent cycles, Republicans have won every gubernatorial election in the state since 2002. Democrats are seeking to build on 

momentum from recent statewide gains, including flipping two Public Service Commission seats in 2025, which marked the party’s first statewide 

victory in a nonfederal race since 2006. Key issues expected to shape the campaign include economic growth, energy demand and residential 

electricity costs tied to AI data center expansion, public safety, and continued population growth across metro Atlanta and surrounding regions.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent: Brian Kemp (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 53.4%

2024 Presidential Election Winner:  Trump 50.7%

Partisan Voting Index: R+3

Primary Election: May 19, 2026, with a runoff on June 16, 2026, if necessary.

Other Races: Alongside the governorship, offices for Lt. Governor, Attorney General, and Secretary of State are on the ballot. All are open seats 
and have crowded primaries on both sides of the aisle. State School Superintendent Richard Woods (R, GA) is running for reelection after more 
than a decade in office and is being challenged in the GOP primary by Randell Trammell, who is making school choice the centerpiece of his 
campaign. All 56 State Senate and 180 State House seats are on the ballot. The GOP has majorities in both chambers.

Republicans

• Chris Carr (Attorney General)

• Burt Jones (Lt. Governor)

• Brad Raffensperger (Secretary of State)

• Rick Jackson (Founder of Jackson Healthcare)

• Gregg Kirkpatrick  (former candidate State Representative)

• Clark Dean (founder ofTranswestern’s Transaction Sciences Group)

Democrats

• Jason Esteves (State Senator)

• Keisha Lance Bottoms (Former Mayor of Atlanta)

• Geoff Duncan (Former Lt. Governor)

• Derrick Jackson (State Representative)

• Michael Thurmond  (Former Labor Commissioner)

• Olu Brown (Pastor, Founder of Impact Church Atlanta)

• Ruwa Romman (State Representative) 

Runoff Requirement: If no candidate receives more than 50% of the vote, a runoff is required in the primary and general election. 



Iowa Lean R

Overview: Incumbent Republican Governor Kim Reynolds is not seeking a third term, setting the stage for Iowa’s first open gubernatorial 

race in nearly two decades. The GOP has dominated recent statewide elections in Iowa, giving Republicans a deep bench of experienced 

candidates.  With no incumbent, however, Democrats see a rare opening to win the governor’s mansion in a state that will also have a 

competitive race for an open U.S. Senate seat. State Auditor Rob Sand, the lone statewide elected Democrat, is the Democratic-nominee in 

waiting. A victory in an August special election that broke the GOP supermajority in the Senate gives Democrats early optimism. Rep. Randy 

Feenstra holds the most notable endorsements in the Republican primary field, with support from Sen. Joni Ernst (R, IA), Rep. Mariannette 

Miller-Meeks (R, IA), Lt. Gov. Chris Cournoyer (R, IA), and state Treasurer Roby Smith (R, IA). Key issues expected to shape the race include 

agriculture and biofuels policy, rural economic development, education funding, tax policy, and workforce shortages affecting both rural and 

urban communities.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent: Kim Reynolds (R) – Retiring

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 58.1%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 55.7%

Partisan Voting Index: R+6

Other Races: In addition to governor, the offices of Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Auditor, Agriculture Commissioner, and 

Treasurer are on the ballot in 2026. The Attorney General's race is expected to be competitive with incumbent Republican Brenna Bird set to face 

Democrat Nate Willems. In the legislature, all 100 seats in the Iowa House and half of the 50 Senate seats are up for election in November 

2026. Republicans hold supermajorities in the legislature with a 67-33 majority in the House and a 34-16 majority in the Senate. 

Primary Election: June 2, 2026 

Republicans

• Randy Feenstra  (U.S. Congressman)

• Eddie Andrews  (State Representative)

• Adam Steen  (Former Department of Admin. Services Director)

• Brad Sherman (Former State Representative)

• Zach Lahn (Farmer)

Democrats

• Rob Sand  (State Auditor)

• Julie Stauch (Democratic Strategist)

• Paul Dahl  (perennial candidate)



Kansas Lean R (flip)

Overview: With Democratic Governor Laura Kelly term-limited, Kansas heads into a closely watched open gubernatorial race in 2026. Republicans 
are favored in the state, which former President Trump carried comfortably in recent election. In fact, since 1957, neither major political party has 
held the Kansas governor's office for longer than two consecutive terms. The GOP primary field is crowded with a former Governor Jeff Colyer 
(2018-19), Secretary of State Scott Schwab, State Insurance Commissioner Vicki Schmidt, and State Senate President Ty Masterson all running. 
Democrats are working to replicate the coalition of moderates, independents, and suburban voters that twice delivered Kelly narrow 
victories. Republicans currently hold veto-proof supermajorities in the Legislature following gains in 2024, highlighting the stakes of the race and the 
potential for unified GOP control of state government. Major issues expected to shape the campaign include tax and fiscal policy, economic 
development, education funding, agriculture and water resource management, and ongoing debates over the role of state government in social 
policy.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent: Laura Kelly (D) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 49.5%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 57.2%

Partisan Voting Index: R+10

Primary Election:  August 4, 2026

Other Races:  Kansas has several statewide races in 2026, including for Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State (joint ticket), Insurance 

Commissioner, Treasurer and five of 10 seats on the Kansas State Board of Education. In the legislature, Republicans hold a supermajority in both 

chambers with 88 of 125 seats, in the House and 31 of 40 seats in the Senate.  All 125 House seats – but no Senate seats – are up for election.

Republicans

• Jeff Colyer  (Former Governor – 2018-19)

• Ty Masterson  (Senate President)

• Scott Schwab  (Secretary of State)

• Vicki Schmidt (State Insurance Commissioner)

• Joy Eakins (former Wichita School Board Member; founder of Cornerstone Data)

• Charlotte O’Hara (Johnson County Board of Commissioners)

• Stacy Rogers  (Wichita business owner)

• Philip Sarnecki (Businessman)

• Doug Billings (Radio show talk host)

Democrats

• Cindy Holscher  (State Senator)

• Ethan Corson  (State Senator)



Michigan Toss Up

Overview: With two-term Democratic Governor Gretchen Whitmer term-limited, Michigan's 2026 gubernatorial race is emerging as a competitive 

and diverse contest, running parallel to an open U.S. Senate seat. Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan’s run as an independent candidate adds a layer of 

complexity, particularly with the potential to split the Democratic vote in key urban centers near Detroit. Michigan has not seen a Democrat 

succeed another Democrat as governor since 1960, underscoring the historical challenge for the party. On the Republican side, the state GOP has 

scheduled an early endorsement convention for March 28 to select its candidates for attorney general, secretary of state, the state Supreme Court, 

and education boards, signaling an accelerated and potentially contentious primary season. Early polling suggests a competitive general election 

environment, with leading Democratic and Republican candidates running within single digits in hypothetical matchups. Key issues expected to shape 

the race include the state’s economic outlook, manufacturing and auto industry transitions, cost of living concerns, infrastructure investment, and 

education policy.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent: Gretchen Whitmer (D) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 54.5%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 49.7%

Partisan Voting Index: EVEN

Primary Election:  August 4, 2026

Other Races: The Lt. Governor (joint ticket), Attorney General, and Secretary of State offices – all held by Democrats – are open seats on the 

ballot in 2026. In the legislature, all 110 House seats and 38 Senate seats are up for election. Republicans currently control the House with 58 of 110 

seats, while Democrats control the Senate with 19 of 38 seats. Two of the eight seats on the Michigan State Board of Education will be on the ballot.

Democrats

• Jocelyn Benson  (Secretary of State)

• Chris Swanson  (Genesee Co. Sheriff)

• Marni Sawicki (Former Mayor of Cape Coral, FL)

Republicans

• John James  (U.S. Congressman)

• Aric Nesbitt  (State Senate Minority Leader)

• Perry Johnson  (Businessman)

• Mike Cox  (Former MI Attorney General)

• Tom Leonard (Former MI House Speaker)

• William Null (Construction Manager)

• Ralph Rebandt (Pastor)

• Karla Wagner (Political organizer)

Independent

• Mike Duggan (Detroit Mayor)



Nevada Toss Up

Overview: Incumbent Republican Governor Joe Lombardo, the former sheriff of Clark County, is seeking re-election in what is expected 

to be one of the most competitive gubernatorial races of 2026. Lombardo flipped Nevada from blue to red in 2022, and Democrats are 

determined to reclaim the seat. Except for  2018, however, Republicans have won every gubernatorial election in the state since 1998. The 

Democratic Governors Association has labeled Lombardo “the most vulnerable Republican governor in America". He will likely 

face Democratic Attorney General Aaron Ford (D). Recent polling shows a tight contest, with Emerson College finding both Lombardo and 

Ford at 41% each in a hypothetical general election matchup and other surveys showing Lombardo with only a slight edge within the 

margin of error. Lombardo has built a significant fundraising advantage, reporting a large war chest early in the cycle. Nevada remains a true 

purple state, with Donald Trump carrying it in 2024, while Democrats held the U.S. Senate seat. Key campaign issues are likely to include the 

Las Vegas economy, public safety, and the impact of the recently enacted One Big Beautiful Bill Act on Medicaid and SNAP programs.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent: Joe Lombardo (R) – Running

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 48.8%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 50.6%

Partisan Voting Index: R+1

Primary Election: June 9, 2026 

Other Races: Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, and Treasurer are also on the 2026 ballot. The AG race will be open, with Aaron 

Ford running for governor. In the legislature, all 42 Assembly seats and 11 of the 21 Senate seats are also up. Democrats currently hold a 13-8 

majority in the Senate and a 27-15 majority in the Assembly. In 2024, Republicans broke the Democratic supermajority in the State Senate by 

picking up a net of one seat.

Republicans

• Governor Joe Lombardo (Incumbent)
Democrats

• Aaron Ford  (Attorney General)

• Alexis Hill  (Washoe Co. Commission Chair)



Wisconsin Toss Up

Overview: The 2026 Wisconsin gubernatorial election is shaping up to be one of the nation’s most competitive open contests. The race 

comes in a pivotal presidential swing state where Donald Trump narrowly prevailed in 2024, but Democrats successfully defended a costly 

U.S. Senate seat. Notably, the past two Wisconsin elections featured split outcomes, with Democrats winning the governorship and 

Republicans keeping a U.S. Senate seat in 2022, and Democrats winning for Senate and Republicans for president in 2024. Incumbent 

Democratic Governor Tony Evers, 73, is not seeking a third term, setting up a high-stakes open race. On the Republican side, U.S. Rep. Tom 

Tiffany (R, WI-7), who represents northwest Wisconsin, is widely seen as the frontrunner. The Democratic field is crowded with Lt. 

Governor Sara Rodriguez, former Lt. Governor and 2022 Democratic U.S. Senate nominee Mandela Barnes, and Milwaukee County 

Executive David Crowley, among others, running.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent: Tony Evers (D) – Retiring

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 51.2%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 49.7%

Partisan Voting Index: EVEN

Primary Election:  August 11, 2026

Other Races: Offices for Attorney General, Secretary of State, and Treasurer are on the 2026 ballot alongside that for governor. In the legislature, all 
99 Assembly seats are up as well as 17 of the 33 Senate seats. Republicans have controlled both legislative chambers since 2011. However, new 
district boundaries in the State Seante and Assembly have opened the door for Democratic gains. Democrats would need only flip two more seats in 
the Senate and five more in the Assembly to gain control.

Democrats

• Sara Rodriguez (Lt. Governor)

• Mandela Barnes (Former Lt. Governor and 2022 Democratic Senate nominee)

• David Crowley (Milwaukee County Executive)

• Francesca Hong (State Representative)

• Missy Hughes (former head of the Wisconsin Economic Development Corp)

• Brett Hulsey (former State Representative)

• Kelda Roys (State Senator)

Republicans

• Josh Schoemann (Washington County Executive)

• Tom Tiffany (U.S. Congressman)

• Andy Manske (Medical service technician)



Additional 2026 Races
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Alabama

Alaska

Arkansas

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Florida

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Minnesota

Nebraska

New Hampshire

New Mexico

New York

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee 

Texas

Vermont

Wyoming



Alabama Solid R

Overview: Like neighboring southern states, Alabama is poised for significant changeover in 2026. U.S. Senator and former Auburn University 

football coach Tommy Tuberville largely cleared the GOP primary field with his entrance into the race to replace term-limited, incumbent Governor 

Kay Ivey. In a solidly Republican state, Tuberville is the overwhelming favorite over former U.S. Senator Doug Jones, the likely Democratic nominee. 

This would not be the first time the two meet in a race for statewide office, Tuberville easily defeated Jones in the 2020 Senate race. Alabama has 

not elected a Democratic governor since 1998.  Tuberville has been a staunch supporter of President Trump and has cast his campaign as part of 

Trump’s “America First” movement.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent:  Kay Ivey (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 67.4%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 64.6%

Partisan Voting Index: R+15

Primary Election: May 19, 2026, with a runoff on June 16, 2026, if necessary.  

Other Races: Elections for Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Auditor, Agriculture Commissioner, among others, are on the 2026 

ballot alongside that for governor. Lt. Gov. Ainsworth, who had intentions to run for governor before Tuberville entered the race, is term limited. 

Attorney General Steve Marshall us running to replace Tuberville in the U.S. Senate. In the legislature, all 105 House and 35 Senate seats are on the 

ballot. Republicans currently hold supermajorities in both chambers with 74 of 105 seats in the House and 26 of 35 seats in the Senate.

Democrats 

• Will Boyd (Perennial candidate)

• Ja’Mel Brown (Pastor)

• Chad Chig Martin (Business Owner)

• Doug Jones (Former U.S. Senator)

Republicans 

• Tommy Tuberville (U.S. Senator)

• Ken McFeeters (Insurance Agency Owner)

Runoff Requirement: If no candidate gets a majority of the votes cast in the primary, a runoff between the top two candidates is required. 



Alaska Solid R

Overview: Incumbent Republican Governor Mike Dunleavy is term limited, making 2026 the first gubernatorial election in the state without an 

incumbent on the ballot since 2002. Alaska uses a top-four open primary, with all candidates appearing on one ballot and the top four advancing to 

a ranked-choice general election. Over 15 candidates are currently declared. The Republican field is crowded with Lieutenant Governor Nancy 

Dahlstrom, former state senator Click Bishop, former Attorney General Treg Taylor, and former Anchorage Mayor Dave Bronson declared. For 

Democrats, Tom Begich, the former Minority Leader of the Alaska Seante and uncle of U.S. Representative Nick Begich III, is the more high profile 

candidate. Early ranked-choice polling from Data for Progress showed Begich leading a hypothetical pool of top candidates but with significant 

fragmentation among GOP contenders, reflecting a fluid early landscape. Major issues are expected to include the economy, energy costs, fiscal 

policy and healthcare access.
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Last Updated: 12/2/25

Incumbent:  Mike Dunleavy (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 50.3%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 54.5%

Partisan Voting Index: R+6

Primary Election: August 18, 2026 

Other Races: Alaska voters will also select a new Lt. Governor in 2026. The Lt. Governor runs on a joint ticket. The Attorney General is 

appointed by the governor. In the legislature, all 40 House seats are on the ballot along with 10 of 20 Senate seats.  Republicans currently control 

the House 21-14 and the Senate 11-9. 

Democrats

• Tom Begich (Former state Minority Leader) 

• Matt Claman (state Senator)

• Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins (former state legislator)

Republicans

• Treg Taylor (Former Attorney General) 

• Click Bishop (Former state Senator)

• Nancy Dahlstrom (Lt. Governor)

• Bernadette Wilson (Business Owner)

• Eda DeVries (Mat-Su Borough Mayor)

• Adam Crum (Former Revenue Commissioner)

• Shelley Hughes (State Senator) 

• James Parkin (Lab technician) 

• Dave Bronson (Former Mayor of Anchorage)



Arkansas Solid R

Overview: Incumbent Republican Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders is running for a second term as she approaches the end of a first term 

marked by major policy initiatives and a growing national profile. Elected in 2022 with a commanding margin, Sanders, who previously served as 

White House Press Secretary in the first Trump Administration, has maintained high visibility and strong support among conservative voters in the 

state. She will face nominal opposition on the other side of the aisle. Arkansas has become a reliably Republican state over the past decade. The 

Republican Party currently controls all statewide partisan offices and holds strong majorities in both chambers of the state legislature. Economic 

development is likely to remain a central issue in the 2026 campaign. Coverage and reform of state budgets, education, and rural infrastructure may 

also draw voter attention.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent:  Sarah Sanders (R) – Eligible to run

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 63%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 64.2%

Partisan Voting Index: R+15

Primary Election: March 3, 2026, with a runoff on March 31, 2026, if necessary. 

Other Races: Among other statewide races, the Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, and Treasurer will be on the 2026 ballot. All 

have incumbent Republicans running for re-election outside of the Secretary of State office. In the legislature, where Republicans hold 

supermajorities, all 100 House seats and at least 17 of the 35 Senate seats will be on the ballot. A number of legislators are term-limited. 

Democrats

• Fred Love (State Senator)

• Supha Xayprasith-Mays 

(Businesswoman)

Republicans

• Sarah Huckabee Sanders (Governor)

Runoff Requirement: A runoff between the two top candidates is required if no candidate gets more than 50% of the vote in the primary.



California Solid D

Overview: Governor Gavin Newsom is term limited, and a crowded primary field is seeking to replace him. On the Democratic side, prominent entrants 

include Congressman Eric Swalwell, who is endorsed by U.S. Senator Adam Schiff, former Congresswoman Katie Porter and former U.S. Health Secretary and 

state attorney general Xavier Becerra, along with several other well-known state and local figures. Absent from the field is former U.S. Senator and Vice 

President, Kamala Harris, and the state's Attorney General, Rob Bonta, both of whom opted not to run. Several Republicans are in the race – headlined by 

Riverside County Sheriff, Chad Bianco, and Former Fox news host, Steve Hilton – but face an uphill climb in statewide contests though the state's non-partisan, 

top two primary system does add a sense of intrigue. The size and diversity of the field could make the primary highly competitive, with voter turnout and 

campaign momentum playing major roles in determining who advances. Polling consistently shows the race is highly fluid with roughly a quarter to a third of 

likely voters still undecided. Of note, the GOP has not won a statewide office in California since Arnold Schwarzenegger’s reelection in 2006. Key issues 

drawing voter attention include housing affordability, cost of living pressures, public safety, climate policy, and economic opportunity.

18

Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent:  Gavin Newsom (D) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 59.2%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 58.5%

Partisan Voting Index: D+12

Primary Election:  June 2, 2026

Other Races: California will also hold elections for Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Controller, Insurance Commissioner, and Superintendent 

of Public Instruction. In the 2026 California legislative elections, all 80 seats in the State Assembly and 20 of the 40 seats in the State Senate will be up for election. 

Republicans did make gains in the 2024 elections, flipping three seats in the legislature as Donald Trump increased his vote share in nearly every county. Democrats have 

supermajorities in both chambers, with 60 Democrats in the Assembly and 30 in the Senate.

Republicans

• Chad Bianco (Riverside County Sheriff)

• Steve Hilton (Former Fox News host)

• Daniel Mercuri (Author, Perennial Candidate)

• Sharifah Hardie (Business Consultant)

• Brandon Jones (Marketing Agency Founder)

• Leo Zacky (VP of Zacky Farms)

• Jimmy Parker (Former Judge)

Democrats

• Xavier Becerra (Former U.S. Health Secretary)

• Katie Porter (Former Congresswoman)

• Antonio Villaraigosa (Former Los Angeles Mayor)

• Betty Yee (Former State Controller)

• Ethan Agarwal (Tech entrepreneur)

• Ian Calderon (Former CA Assembly Majority Leader)

• Tony Thurmond (CA State Superintendent)

• Eric Swalwell (Former U.S. Congressman)

• Matt Mahan (Mayor of San Jose)

• Derek Grasty (School district trustee)



Colorado Solid D

Overview: Colorado’s 2026 gubernatorial race is an open contest with Democratic Governor Jared Polis term limited. On the Democratic side, 

leading contenders include U.S. Senator Michael Bennet and Attorney General Phil Weiser. Bennet has already secured endorsements from Senator 

John Hickenlooper, several members of Congress, and mayors across the state. Weiser has emphasized his record leading legal challenges against the 

Trump administration. Several Republican candidates have also entered the race, but face an uphill climb, as the state has not elected a Republican 

governor since 2002. With the state’s strong political trends in favor of Democrats, the June 2026 Democratic primary can be expected to be the 

decisive contest. Key issues shaping the race include housing affordability, cost of living pressures, water and drought management, economic growth, 

and the divide between rapidly growing urban areas and rural communities.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent:  Jared Polis (D) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 58.5%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 54.1%

Partisan Voting Index: D+6

Primary Election:  June 30, 2026

Other Races: Coloradans will also be electing an Attorney General, Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, and State Treasurer, with several candidates 

already in the running for these statewide races. Incumbent Democratic Secretary of State Jena Griswold, who is term limited, is running for 

Attorney General. The Lt. Governor runs on a joint ticket. The Colorado General Assembly is controlled by Democrats, who hold 43 of 65 seats in 

the State House and 23 of 35 seats in the State Senate. In the 2026 election, all 65 House seats and 17 of the 35 Senate seats will be up for election.

Republicans

• Mark Baisley (State Senator)

• Scott Bottoms (State Representative)

• Greg Lopez (Former Congressman)

• Jason Clark (Money Manager) 

• Barbara Kirkmeyer (State Senator)

• Jason Mikesell (Teller County Sheriff)

• Will McBride (Attorney)

• Victor Marx (Ministry leader)

Democrats

• Michael Bennet (U.S. Senator)

• Phil Weiser (Attorney General)



Connecticut Solid D

Overview: Connecticut’s 2026 gubernatorial race features incumbent Democratic Governor Ned Lamont, who seeking a third term and entering 

the cycle as a clear favorite in a strongly Democratic state. Lamont faces a primary challenge from state Representative Josh Elliott, who is running 

to Lamont’s left and focusing on higher taxes on top earners and expanded social spending. On the Republican side, state Senator Ryan Fazio and 

former New Britain Mayor Erin Stewart are among the leading GOP candidates, centering their campaigns on affordability, energy costs, and overall 

tax burden. Recent public polling and approval surveys continue to show Lamont with strong job approval ratings generally in the high 50s to low 

60s, reinforcing his early advantage. Key issues shaping the race include housing supply and affordability, fiscal management, energy prices, and 

maintaining economic competitiveness in the Northeast.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Ned Lamont (D) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 56%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 56.4%

Partisan Voting Index: D+8

Primary Election:  August 11, 2026

Other Races: Other statewide races include Attorney General, Secretary of State, Comptroller, Treasurer, and Lt. Governor (joint ticket). 

Incumbent Secretary of State Stephanie Thomas is seeking re-election, while other races remain open with candidates yet to officially declare. 

Democrat William Tong is likely to seek another term as Attorney General. The Connecticut General Assembly is controlled by Democrats, who 

hold 25 of 36 seats in the State Senate and 102 of 151 seats in the State House. In 2026, all seats in both chambers—36 Senate seats and 151 

House seats—will be up for election.

Republicans

• Erin Stewart (Mayor of New Britain)

• Ryan Fazio (State Senator)

Democrats

• Ned Lamont (Governor)

• Josh Elliott (State Representative)



Florida Solid R

Overview: Governor Ron DeSantis is term limited. On the Republican side, U.S. Representative Byron Donalds is widely considered the 

frontrunner behind an early endorsement from President Trump. Lieutenant Governor Jay Collins is also in the race alongside former Florida House 

Speaker Paul Renner. On the Democratic side, Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings is running, and former U.S. Representative David Jolly. Key 

issues expected to shape the campaign include the cost of living, economic growth, immigration, housing, and the rapid population changes that 

continue to reshape the state. Florida has trended Republican in recent cycles, and Republicans currently out-register Democrats by more than eight 

percentage points statewide. 
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Last Updated: 2/7/26

Incumbent: Ron DeSantis (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 59.4% 

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 56.1%

Partisan Voting Index: R+5

Primary Election: August 18, 2026 

Other Races: Attorney General James Uthmeier, appointed in 2025, is running for a full term. Voters will also elect a new Chief Financial Officer 

and Commissioner of Agriculture. The Lt. Governor runs on a joint ticket. The Florida State Legislature is controlled by Republicans, who hold a 

28–12 majority in the Senate and an 85–35 majority in the House of Representatives. In the 2026 election, all 120 seats in the House and 20 of the 

40 Senate seats will be up for election. Republicans currently maintain a veto-proof supermajority in both chambers.

Democrats

• Jerry Demings (Mayor of Orange County) 

• David Jolly (Former U.S. Congressman)

Republicans

• Byron Donalds (U.S. Congressman)

• Jay Collins (Lt. Governor)

• Casey DeSantis (Florida’s First Lady) *undeclared

• Paul Renner (former Speaker of the FL House)

• James Fishback (CEO of Azoria)

• Charles Burkett (Mayor of Surfside)



Hawaii Solid D

Overview: The 2026 Hawaii gubernatorial race is shaping up to be a quiet contest, with Democratic Governor Josh Green expected to seek a 

second term and face no major opposition. Green maintains solid approval ratings following his leadership on wildfire recovery efforts and 

initiatives focused on housing affordability, cost of living, healthcare access, and climate resilience. While several lesser-known Republican and 

independent candidates have expressed interest or entered the race, no top tier challenger has emerged. Recent public polling continues to show 

Green with favorable job approval generally above 60 percent, reinforcing his early advantage. Key policy priorities shaping the campaign include 

rebuilding efforts tied to wildfire recovery, expanding affordable housing, strengthening disaster preparedness, managing tourism’s impact on local 

communities, and advancing the state’s renewable energy goals.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Josh Green (D) – Eligible to run

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 63.2%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 60.6%

Partisan Voting Index: D+13

Primary Election:  August 8, 2026

Other Races: The Lt. Governor seat is also on the 2026 ballot. The Lt. Governor runs on a joint ticket but is chosen in a separate primary. All 51 

House seats and 13 of the 26 State Senate seats are up for election. Democrats have strong supermajorities in both chambers, controlling 22 of 25 

seats in the Senate and 42 of 51 seats in the House (one vacancy). Democrats have controlled the legislature virtually uninterrupted since Hawaii 

became a state in 1959. 

Democrats

• Josh Green (Governor) *undeclared

Republicans

• No declared candidate



Idaho Solid R

Overview: Idaho’s 2026 governor’s race centers on incumbent Republican Brad Little, who is eligible to seek a third term since the state does not 

impose gubernatorial term limits. Little received President Trump’s endorsement in June for another term, nearly a year ahead of the Republican 

primary — and before the two-term incumbent governor has even announced a bid for re-election, though he has expressed interest in running 

again. Should Little decide not to run, interested Republicans would likely include Lieutenant Governor Scott Bedke, Attorney General Raúl 

Labrador, and U.S. Representative Russ Fulcher. On the Democratic side, several candidates are running but face an uphill battle in a heavily 

Republican state, where a Democrat has not won the governor’s office in decades. Former Idaho Supreme Court Justice, John Stegner, is running as 

an independent. Key issues voters are likely to focus on include public safety, economic growth, and infrastructure, all shaped by Idaho’s expanding 

population and growth pressures.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Brad Little (R) – Eligible to run

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 66.9%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 49.7%

Partisan Voting Index: R+18

Primary Election: May 19, 2025  

Other Races: Several statewide executive offices will be on the ballot, including Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Treasurer, 

Controller, and Superintendent of Public Instruction. The Idaho State Legislature is dominated by Republicans, who hold a 29–6 majority in the 

Senate and a 61–9 majority in the House of Representatives. In 2026, all 70 seats in the House and 35 Senate seats will be up for election.

Republicans

• Brad Little (Governor) *undeclared

Democrats

• Stephen Heidt (Veteran; former candidate)

• Terri Pickens (Attorney)

Independent

• John Stegner (Former Idaho Supreme Court Justice)

https://www.idahostatesman.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article308351985.html


Illinois Solid D

Overview: Democratic Governor J.B. Pritzker, who was re-elected in 2022 with 54.9% of the vote, is running for reelection even as questions swirl 

about whether he will make a bid for president in 2028. Illinois does not have term limits for statewide offices, though there has not been a three-

term governor since Republican Jim Thompson, who won four times and held office from 1977 to 1991. Pritzker, known for his progressive policies 

on healthcare, education, and infrastructure, remains a strong favorite, especially given Illinois’ Democratic leanings particularly in the Chicago metro 

area. Pritzker has also gained attention for his criticism of the Trump Administration. On the Republican side, several different candidates are running. 

Recent public polling and approval surveys generally show Pritzker maintaining favorable approval ratings and a sizable early advantage in hypothetical 

general election matchups. Key issues likely to shape the campaign include economic concerns such as taxes and affordability, infrastructure and 

public-services funding, and state-level fiscal management. 
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: J.B. Pritzker (D) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 54.6%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 54.4%

Partisan Voting Index: D+6

Primary Election:  March 17, 2026

Other Races: Candidates for Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Comptroller, and Treasurer will be on the ballot in 2026.  

Incumbent Attorney General Kwame Raoul (D) is seeking another term. Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias is likely to seek another term as well. 

The Lt. Governor runs on a joint ticket. The Illinois General Assembly is controlled by Democrats, who hold 40 of 59 seats in the State Senate and 

78 of 118 seats in the State House. In the 2026 election, 39 Senate seats and all 118 House seats will be up for election.

Democrats

• J.B. Pritzker (Governor)

Republicans

• James Mendrick (DuPage County Sheriff)

• Darren Bailey (Former State Senator)

• Joseph Severino (Former Candidate)

• Ted Dabrowski (Conservative News Website President)



Maine Likely D

Overview: The 2026 Maine gubernatorial race will be an open-seat contest, with Governor Janet Mills term limited and challenging five-term 

incumbent Republican Senator, Susan Collins. On the Democratic side, businessman Angus King III, son of U.S. Senator and former Governor Angus 

King, is an early favorite. The Republican field remains fluid, with several candidates declaring but no clear frontrunner yet. Independent State 

Senator Rick Bennett also launched a bid, adding a high-profile third-party option that could shift the race’s dynamics. The state's primary will be 

conducted with ranked-choice voting, and the general election with the traditional plurality system. Key issues expected to define the campaign 

include housing affordability, the rising cost of living, support for small businesses, and economic growth. Although Maine typically leans Democratic 

in statewide elections, the unsettled candidate field and voter concerns about economic pressures could make the race competitive. Notably, Maine 

has not elected governors from the same party in consecutive terms since the 1950s.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent:  Janet Mills (D) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 55.4%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 52.4%

Partisan Voting Index: D+4

Primary Election:  June 9, 2026

Other Races: Democrats control both chambers of the Maine Legislature, holding a 20-15 majority in the State Senate and a narrow edge in the House of 

Representatives with 76 Democrats to 73 Republicans, along with two independents. In the 2026 elections, all 186 legislative seats—35 in the Senate and 151 in 

the House—will be up for election, as both chambers serve two-year terms. Maine does not elect positions like Attorney General or Secretary of State 

through popular vote; instead, those roles are filled by the state legislature. 

Democrats

• Shenna Bellows (Secretary of State)

• Troy Jackson (Former Senate President)

• Angus King III (son of U.S. Senator)

• Jason Cherry (Attorney and Former U.S. Senate Candidate)

• Hannah Pingree (Former Speaker of the ME House)

Republicans

• Bobby Charles (Former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State)

• Jim Libby (State Senator and former 2022 gubernatorial candidate)

• Kenneth Capron

• David Jones (real estate executive and 2006 gubernatorial candidate)

• Owen McCarthy (University of Maine System trustee)

• Ben Midgely (Former CEO of Crunch Fitness)

• Robert Wessels  (Former Paris Selectman)

Independent

• Rick Bennett (State Senator)



Maryland Solid D

Overview: Democratic Governor Wes Moore is running for a second term. Moore remains popular in the deep-blue state and has a rising national 

profile with some speculation of a potential 2028 presidential run. On the Republican side, a number of candidates have declared, though notably 

the state's former Republican governor, Larry Hogan, ruled out another run. Hogan was the first two-term Republican governor in the state since 

Theodore McKeldin. Maryland remains a strongly Democratic state, with Democrats holding both U.S. Senate seats, a large majority in the state 

legislature, and consistent statewide support. Major issues likely to shape the campaign include cost of living and affordability, housing supply and 

development, public safety, and managing the state budget. 
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Wes Moore (D) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 64.7%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 62.6%

Partisan Voting Index: D+15

Primary Election:  June 23, 2026

Other Races: Other offices on the ballot in 2026 include Lt. Governor, Attorney General, and Comptroller, though the Lt. Governor is elected on 

a joint ticket. Democrats currently control both chambers of the General Assembly, holding a 34-13 majority in the State Senate and a 102-39 

majority in the House of Delegates. All 188 seats—47 in the Senate and 141 in the House—will be up for election in 2026, as members of both 

chambers serve four-year terms. 

Republicans

• John Myrick (Consultant)

• Ed Hale (Retired banker)

• Christopher Bouchat (State Delegate) 

• Dan Cox (Former State Delegate)

Democrats

• Wes Moore (Governor)



Massachusetts Solid D

Overview: Democratic Governor Maura Healey is running for reelection, returning as the clear favorite in a strongly Democratic state where she 

consistently ranks among the nation’s more popular governors. The Republican field features a number of candidates with no clear frontrunner. 

Criminal justice advocate, Andrea James, is mounting an independent campaign rather than a standard primary bid. Major issues shaping the 

campaign include housing affordability, cost of living pressures, transportation challenges, and economic competitiveness across the Commonwealth. 

For her part, Governor Healey has framed her race as one against President Trump. "But there's more for us to do – a lot more – and that's why I'm 

running for reelection: to lower costs, make life better, and stand up to Donald Trump", Healey stated in her reelection announcement.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Maura Healey (D) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 63.5%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 61.2%

Partisan Voting Index: D+14

Primary Election:  September 1, 2026

Other Races: The offices of Lt. Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Auditor, and all eight seats on the Governor’s Council are 

up for election in 2026, though the Lt. Governor is elected on a joint ticket. While Republicans did flip several seats in 2024, Democrats maintain 

strong supermajorities in both chambers of the legislature with 133 of 160 seats in the House and 35 in the State Senate. All 200 legislative seats—

160 in the House and 40 in the Senate—will be up for election in 2026, as both chambers serve two-year terms.

Republicans

• Mike Kennealy (Former Secretary of Housing and Economic Development)

• Brian Shortsleeve (Former MBTA Administrator)

• Michael Minogue (Former CEO of Abiomed)

Democrats

• Maura Healey (Governor)

Independent

• Andrea James (Advocate)



Minnesota Likely D

Overview: The 2026 Minnesota governor’s race is an open-seat contest following Democratic Governor Tim Walz’s decision not to seek a third 

term. U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar, who entered the race following Walz's decision, is the decisive frontrunner for the Democratic–Farmer–Labor 

(DFL) party. Democratic Attorney General Keith Ellison, who explored a bid, is not running. The Republican side features a crowded field, including 

CEO of My Pillow, Mike Lindell, and Minnesota House Speaker, Lisa Demuth. Several candidates, including 2022 Republican gubernatorial nominee, 

Scott Jensen, have dropped out citing the challenging of facing Klobuchar in the general election. Issues gaining attention ahead of 2026 include rising 

housing costs, the broader cost of living, public safety, state spending oversight, and the growing divide between rural communities and the Twin 

Cities metro. With no incumbent on the ballot, Republicans see an opportunity to compete for the governorship for the first time in nearly two 

decades, while Democrats aim to maintain their statewide advantage.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent:  Tim Walz (D) – Retiring

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 52.3%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 50.9%

Partisan Voting Index: D+3

Primary Election:  August 11, 2026

Other Races: The offices of Lt. Governor (joint ticket), Attorney General, Secretary of State, and State Auditor are on the ballot in 2026. Each seat 

is held by a member of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) Party, and all are eligible to seek re-election. Incumbent Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan is 

currently seeking the open U.S. Senate seat. Minnesota’s legislature is closely divided, with the DFL Party holding a narrow 34-33 majority in the 

State Senate, and the House of Representatives is tied at 67-67, though three special elections in the coming months will determine the majority. In 

the 2026 elections, all 201 legislative seats—67 in the Senate and 134 in the House—will be up for election, making control of both chambers highly 

competitive.

Republicans

• Mike Lindell (CEO of My Pillow)

• Lisa Demuth (Minnesota House Speaker)

• Kendall Qualls (Healthcare Executive)

• Phillip Parrish (Former candidate)

• Kristin Robbins (State Representative)

Democrats

• Amy Klobuchar (U.S. 

Senator) 



Nebraska Solid R

Overview: Incumbent Republican Governor Jim Pillen is seeking a second term in Nebraska’s 2026 governor’s race, bringing in a record-setting war 

chest and securing President Trump’s endorsement as he heads into the May 12 primary. Pillen’s fundraising advantage and GOP strength in the state 

give him a commanding position early in the cycle. Pillen has allied himself with the Trump Administration, visiting the White House on numerous 

occasions and championing MAGA policies back in the state. One point of intrigue is whether Charles Herbster, whom Trump endorsed over Pillen 

in 2022 and who chaired the Trump campaign's rural coalition, will enter the race. Former State Senator Lynne Walz launched a Democratic 

campaign, making her one of the first major challengers on the Democratic side in a state that has not elected a Democrat for governor since 1994. 

The main themes likely to shape voters’ decisions in 2026 include cost of living pressures, agricultural policy and rural economic support, public 

services, and state budget priorities. 
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Jim Pillen (R) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 59.9%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 59.6%

Partisan Voting Index: R+10

Primary Election: May 12, 2026 

Other Races: Most statewide offices, including Attorney General, Secretary of State, and Treasurer, are also on the ballot in 2026. Incumbents, 

including AG Mike Hilgers (R), are running for re-election in most offices. The Lt. Governor runs on a joint ticket. The Nebraska Legislature—

America’s only unicameral and officially nonpartisan legislative body—is composed of 49 members, with 33 aligned with Republicans, 14 with 

Democrats, and two independents. Despite its nonpartisan structure, Republicans effectively hold a veto-proof supermajority. In the 2026 election, 

24 of the 49 seats are on the ballot.

Republicans

• Jim Pillen (Governor)

• Jacy Todd (Store Owner)

Democrats

• Lynne Walz (Former state Senator)



New Hampshire Likely R

Overview: Republican Governor Kelly Ayotte is eligible to run for a second term, positioning her as the incumbent in a state that voted former Vice 

President Kamala Harris for president in 2024. Ayotte has been building her campaign’s fundraising and continues to govern with a focus on 

housing, childcare, education, and public safety initiatives. Democrat Jon Kiper, who previously ran in 2024, is the only declared challenger so far, 

campaigning on affordability, housing and tax reform. Democrats remain on the hunt for additional challengers in a state known for ticket-splitting, 

making appeals to independents and moderates a key factor in the coming campaign cycle. The Granite State's U.S. Senate race will also be a 

factor. Democrat Jeanne Shaheen is retiring, leaving the seat open. Congressman Chris Pappas is the Democratic frontrunner. Former U.S. Senator, 

John Sununu, who is endorsed by President Trump, is the Republican frontrunner.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent:  Kelly Ayotte (D) – Eligible to run

2024 Gubernatorial Election Win: 53.6%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 50.7%

Partisan Voting Index: D+2

Primary Election: September 8, 2026 

Other Races: The New Hampshire State Legislature is controlled by Republicans, who hold a 16–8 majority in the Senate and a 222–178 majority 

in the House of Representatives. In the 2026 election, all 400 seats in the House and all 24 seats in the Senate will be up for election. Party control 

in New Hampshire frequently flips, especially in the House, due to the state’s large number of seats, competitive districts, highly engaged electorate, 

and elections every two years. Also on the ballot in 2026 is all five seats on the Executive Council, a powerful body that approves state contracts 

and appointments. The state's Attorney General is appointed by the governor.

Democrats

• John Kiper (Former Newmarket Town Councilor)

Republicans

• Kelly Ayotte (Governor) *undeclared



New Mexico Likely D

Overview: The 2026 New Mexico gubernatorial race will be an open-seat contest with Democratic Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham term-limited. 

On the Democratic side, former U.S. Interior Secretary Deb Haaland and Bernalillo County District Attorney Sam Bregman are the two remaining 

major declared candidates for the June 2 primary, after former Las Cruces Mayor Ken Miyagishima shifted to an independent campaign. Haaland 

qualified for the ballot quickly and continues building statewide support, while Bregman has also been actively campaigning across the state. On the 

Republican side, several candidates, including Rio Rancho Mayor Gregg Hull, State Senator Steve Lanier, and others are competing for the nomination 

in a state that has not elected a Republican governor in decades. Halland, who is the clear frontrunner, would make history as the first Native 

American woman elected governor should she prevail. Key issues shaping the race include affordability and housing costs, economic opportunity, 

public safety, healthcare access, energy development, and addressing rural-urban divides across New Mexico.

31

Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 52%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 51.9%

Partisan Voting Index: D+4

Primary Election:  June 2, 2026

Other Races: Voters will elect officials for other state executive positions such as Secretary of State, Attorney General, State Treasurer, State 

Auditor, and Commissioner of Public Lands. These races are expected to draw significant attention, especially as term limits and retirements open 

the field for new candidates. Raul Torrez is running for another term as Attorney General. The New Mexico House of Representatives is controlled 

by Democrats 44-26, while the Senate has 26 Democrats and 16 Republicans. In 2026, all 70 seats in the House of Representatives will be up for 

election, while the Senate will not hold elections

Republicans

• Greg Hull (Rio Rancho Mayor)

• Brian Cillessen (Consultant)

• Steve Lanier (State Senator)

Democrats

• Sam Bregman (Bernalillo District Attorney) 

• Deb Haaland (Former U.S. Secretary of Interior) 

Independent

• Ken Miyagishima (Former Mayor of Las Cruces) 



New York Likely D

Overview: The 2026 New York governor’s race finds incumbent Democrat Kathy Hochul running for re-election and holding a strong early lead, 

particularly after Lt. Governor Antonio Delgado dropped his primary challenge and U.S. Representative Elise Stefanik ended her campaign for the 

Republican nomination. Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman is now the likely GOP nominee. Democrats continue to control statewide offices 

and the legislature in a firmly blue state, though a sizable share of voters say they would prefer new leadership, underscoring the importance of 

appeals to independents and moderates. Key issues expected to shape the campaign include housing affordability, public safety, economic strategies 

for post-pandemic growth, and state budget priorities.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Kathy Hochul (D) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 52.9%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 55.9%

Partisan Voting Index: D+8

Primary Election:  June 23, 2026

Other Races: New York’s 2026 statewide elections will include contests for Lt. Governor (joint ticket), Attorney General, and State Comptroller. 

Incumbent Attorney General Letitia James has not yet confirmed a re-election bid. The New York State Assembly will also be entirely up for 

election, with all 150 seats on the ballot, while the State Senate will see elections for all 63 seats as well. New York State Legislature is firmly 

controlled by Democrats, who hold a 103–47 majority in the Assembly and a 40–22 majority in the Senate (one vacancy). 

Republicans

• Bruce Blakeman (Nassau County Executive) 

• Pat Hahn (Union Leader)

Democrats

• Kathy Hochul (Governor)



Ohio Likely R

Overview: Incumbent Republican Governor Mike DeWine is term-limited, and the 2026 Ohio governor’s race has largely coalesced around biotech 

entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy, who has secured endorsements from President Donald  Trump and the Ohio Republican Party’s state central 

committee. Ramaswamy raised a record-setting nearly $20 million in 2025, giving him a dominant fundraising position heading into the May primary. 

Republican Attorney General Dave  Yost dropped out after the party’s endorsement process and endorsed Ramaswamy’s bid. On the Democratic 

side, former Ohio Department of Health director Dr. Amy  Acton remains the leading declared candidate, reporting strong small-donor support and 

early fundraising figures that her campaign says are a record for a Democratic contender this far out, though they trail Ramaswamy’s totals. Recent 

polling has shown the general election matchup competitive, with one survey finding Acton narrowly ahead of Ramaswamy by about a point in a 

hypothetical contest, while others show a Republican lean depending on model and sample. Key issues expected to shape the race include the 

economy, cost of living pressures, workforce and job growth, public services, and healthcare access.

33

Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Mike DeWine (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 62.8%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 55.1%

Partisan Voting Index: R+5

Primary Election: May 5, 2026

Other Races: Voters will elect a new Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Treasurer, and State Auditor, as all these positions are up for grabs 

due to term limits or incumbents seeking other offices. The Ohio General Assembly is controlled by Republicans, who hold a 24–9 majority in the 

Senate and a 65–34 majority in the House of Representatives. In the 2026 election, all 99 seats in the House and 17 of the 33 Senate seats will be up 

for election. 

Democrats

• Dr. Amy Acton (Former Ohio Department of Health Director)

Republicans

• Vivek Ramaswamy (Former presidential candidate)



Oklahoma Solid R

Overview:  The 2026 Oklahoma governor’s race is wide open with Governor Kevin Stitt term-limited. The Republican primary is already crowded, featuring 

several prominent contenders, including current Attorney General Gentner Drummond, former House Speaker Charles McCall, former state senator Mike 

Mazzei, and several other candidates. Early polling shows Drummond, a former fighter pilot who has frequently clashed with Stitt since becoming Attorney 

General, leading the field. On the Democratic side, State Representative Cyndi Munson of Oklahoma City is the first candidate to enter the race. Oklahoma 

remains a deeply Republican state; the GOP has held every statewide office in Oklahoma since 2011. Key issues in focus will be economic growth, energy policy 

(including oil and gas), public education, and state budget priorities. 
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Kevin Stitt (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 55.5%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 66.2%

Partisan Voting Index: R+17

Primary Election: June 16, 2026, with a runoff on October 25, 2026, if necessary.  

Other Races: Voters will also elect a Lt. Governor, Attorney General, State Auditor and Inspector, among other statewide positions, and one seat on the 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission. Many of these positions are open due to term limits – the LG, for example - or incumbents seeking other offices, like the 

Attorney General. The Oklahoma State Legislature is firmly controlled by Republicans, who hold a 40–8 majority in the Senate and an 80–18 majority in the 

House of Representatives (3 vacancies). In the 2026 election, all 101 seats in the House and even-numbered Senate districts will be up for election, totaling 24 

Senate seats. 

Democrats

• Cyndi Munson (State Representative)

Republicans

• Gentner Drummond (Attorney General)

• Charles McCall (Former House Speaker)

• Jake Merrick (Former State Senator)

• Mike Mazzei  (Former Oklahoma Secretary of Budget)

• Kenneth Sturgell (Mechanical Contractor)

• Leisa Mitchell Haynes (Oklahoma native)

Runoff Requirement: If no candidate gets a majority of the votes cast in the primary, a runoff between the top two candidates is required. 



Oregon Solid D

Overview: Incumbent Democratic Governor Tina Kotek is running for re-election in 2026. The Republican primary has drawn a growing field, 

including 2022 GOP gubernatorial nominee Christine Drazan, State Representative Ed Diehl, and Marion County Commissioner Danielle Bethell, 

among others, though Oregon has not elected a Republican governor since the 1980s. Recent polling from Democratic Governors 

Association-linked surveys suggests voters broadly oppose policies aligned with the national Republican agenda, which could pose challenges for 

GOP nominees in the general election. Republicans point to a successful Republican-backed ballot referendum campaign to undo tax and fee hikes 

to pay for growing transportation costs as a sign for optimism. Key issues likely to shape the campaign include housing affordability, cost of living 

pressures, public safety, transportation policy, and economic opportunities across urban and rural regions.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Tina Kotek (D) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 47%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 55.3%

Partisan Voting Index: D+8

Primary Election:  May 19, 2026

Other Races: Oregon is also holding an election for labor commissioner in 2026. The Oregon State Senate and House of Representatives will also 

be up for election, with all 60 House seats and half of the 30 Senate seats on the ballot. The Oregon State Legislature is controlled by Democrats, 

who hold an 18–12 majority in the Senate and a 35–24 majority in the House of Representatives (one vacancy).

Republicans

• Danielle Bethell (Marion County Executive)

• Robert Neuman (Former gubernatorial candidate)

• Kyle Duyck (Genomics Researcher)

• Chael Sonnen (Retired MMA fighter) *undeclared

• Christine Drazan (State Senator and 2022 gubernatorial candidate)

• Chris Dudley (former Portland Trailblazer and 2010 gubernatorial candidate)

Democrats

• Tina Kotek (Governor) 



Pennsylvania Likely D

Overview: Democrat Josh Shapiro, who has strong fundraising and high approval ratings, is seeking a second term amid speculation of a 2028 

presidential run. On the Republican side, State Treasurer Stacy Garrity, a Trump supporter who is endorsed by Republican U.S. Senator Dave 

McCormick, is the likely GOP nominee. Shapiro leads early general election polling by comfortable margins. Still, Pennsylvania, which voted for 

Donald Trump in both 2016 and 2024, remains a politically divided swing state with Democrats holding the governor’s office and the state House 

and Republicans controlling the state Senate. Key issues likely to shape the 2026 contest include the cost of living, inflation, economic development, 

education funding, infrastructure, and the longstanding differences between rural and urban communities. With Shapiro maintaining strong approval 

ratings and the advantage of incumbency, assessments give Democrats an edge, although Pennsylvania’s closely contested statewide races in recent 

years suggest the general election could still be competitive. Of note, Shapiro coasted to victory in 2022 over a Trump-backed candidate, State 

Senator Doug Mastriano, by nearly 15 points.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent:  Josh Shapiro (D) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 56.5%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 50.4%

Partisan Voting Index: R+1

Primary Election:  May 19, 2026

Other Races: The Lt. Governor will run on a joint ticket with the governor. All 203 seats in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and 25 of 

the 50 seats in the State Senate will be up for election, offering both parties opportunities to shift legislative control. The Pennsylvania General 

Assembly is currently divided, with Democrats holding a narrow 102–101 majority in the House of Representatives and Republicans maintaining a 

27–23 majority in the Senate.

Republicans

• Stacy Garrity (State Treasurer) 
Democrats

• Josh Shapiro (Governor) 



Rhode Island Solid D

Overview: Democratic Governor Dan McKee is seeking a second full term after first assuming office in 2021 and winning the 2022 election. 

Although Rhode Island leans reliably Democratic, McKee may face a competitive primary due to low approval ratings and relatively weak fundraising. 

Helena Foulkes, a former CVS executive who challenged McKee in the 2022 Democratic primary, has officially launched her campaign for 2026. 

Attorney General Peter Neronha is also viewed as a potential contender, with both Foulkes and Neronha appealing to voters looking for a change 

in leadership. On the Republican side, 2022 nominee Ashley Kalus is a possible candidate, though no major Republican has declared. The Democratic 

primary is likely to be the decisive contest if high-profile challengers remain in the race. Voters heading into 2026 are likely to focus on issues such 

as housing affordability, cost of living pressures, economic recovery, public services, and state budget management.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Dan McKee (D) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 58.1%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 55.5%

Partisan Voting Index: D+8

Primary Election:  September 8, 2026

Other Races: Races for Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, and General Treasurer are on the ballot. Incumbent Democratic 

Attorney General Peter Neronha is term-limited. Incumbent Democratic Secretary of State Gregg Amore is seeking re-election. All seats in the 

Rhode Island General Assembly—including the 75-member House of Representatives and the 38-member Senate—will be up for election. The 

Rhode Island General Assembly is overwhelmingly controlled by Democrats, who hold a 34–4 majority in the Senate and a 64–10 majority in the 

House of Representatives, with one independent.

Republicans

• Ashley Kalus (2022 Nominee) *undeclared

• Aaron Guckian (Former chair of the Warwick Sewer Authority)

• Robert Raimondo (Businessman)

• Elaine Pelino (Actress)

Democrats

• Dan McKee (Governor)

• Helena Foulkes (Former CVS pharmacy executive, 2022 gubernatorial candidate)



South Carolina Solid R

Overview: The 2026 South Carolina governor’s race is an open contest with Governor Henry McMaster, the longest-serving governor in the history 

of the state, term-limited. The Republican primary is competitive, with several high-profile candidates, including Lt. Governor Pamela Evette, Attorney 

General Alan Wilson, and U.S. Representatives Nancy Mace (R, SC-1) and Ralph Norman (R, SC-5), in the race and jockeying for what could be a 

decisive endorsement from President Trump. In a boost to her campaign, McMaster endorsed Lt. Governor Evette in February. Expect the race to 

focus heavily on issues like economic growth, job creation, education, public safety, infrastructure, and the balance between urban and rural priorities. 

Given South Carolina’s long history of Republican dominance at the statewide level and its current one-party government control, the Republican 

primary will be the decisive contest in this election. Democrats last won a statewide office in 2006.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Henry McMaster (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 58.1%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 58.2%

Partisan Voting Index: R+8

Primary Election: June 9, 2026, with a runoff on June 23, 2026, if necessary.  

Other Races: The offices of Lt. Governor (joint ticket), Secretary of State, Attorney General (open), Treasurer, Comptroller General (open), 

Superintendent of Education, Adjutant General, and Commissioner of Agriculture (open) are also on the ballot. The South Carolina State Legislature 

is firmly controlled by Republicans, who hold a 34–12 majority in the Senate and an 88–36 majority in the House of Representatives. In 2026, all 124 

seats in the House are up for election. No State Senate seats are on the ballot.

Republicans

• Pamela Evette (Lt. Governor) 

• Alan Wilson (Attorney General)

• Josh Kimbrell (State Senator)

• Nancy Mace (U.S. Congresswoman)

• Ralph Norman (U.S. Congressman) 

Democrats

• Jermaine Johnson (State 

Representative)

• Mullins McLeod (Attorney)

Runoff Requirement: If no candidate gets a majority of the votes cast in the primary, a runoff between the top two candidates is required.



South Dakota Solid R

Overview: Governor Larry Rhoden, who moved from Lt. Governor to Governor with Kristi Noem's appointment to the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security, is seeking his first full term and faces a competitive primary headlined by U.S. Representative Dusty Johnson (R, SD). As 

evidenced by Republicans holding the governorship, both legislative chambers, and every statewide office, the GOP primary the decisive stage of the 

race. Voters are expected to focus on issues such as economic development, property taxes, education funding, and the differing approaches 

candidates offer for supporting rural communities and managing the state’s growth. 
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Larry Rhoden (R) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 62% (Noem)

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 63.4%

Partisan Voting Index: R+15

Primary Election: June 2, 2026, with a runoff on July 28, 2026, if necessary. 

Other Races: Voters will also select a Lt. Governor (joint ticket), Secretary of State, Attorney General (open), State Treasurer, State Auditor, 

Commissioner of School and Public Lands, and Public Utilities Commissioner. The South Dakota State Legislature is overwhelmingly controlled by 

Republicans, who hold a 32–3 majority in the Senate and a 64–6 majority in the House of Representatives. In the 2026 election, all 105 legislative 

seats—including all 35 Senate seats and all 70 House seats—will be up for election. 

Republicans

• Larry Rhoden (Governor)

• Dusty Johnson (U.S. Congressman)

• Jon Hansen  (SD House Speaker)

• Toby Doeden (Businessman)

Democrats

• Dan Ahlers (former state legislator)

• Robert Arnold (College Student) 

Runoff Requirement:A primary runoff is required if no candidate wins more than 35% of the vote in a race with three or more candidates. 



Tennessee Solid R

Overview:  The 2026 Tennessee governor’s race is an open-seat contest with two-term Republican Governor Bill Lee term limited. U.S. Senator 

Marsha Blackburn is considered the frontrunner over several other GOP candidates, including Congressman John Rose (R, TN-6). A February 2026 

Beacon Center poll shows Blackburn leading with 56 percent of likely Republican primary voters, with U.S. Representative John Rose at 9 percent 

and State Representative Monty Fritts at 7 percent, though about 28 percent remain undecided. Blackburn commands fundraising, setting a milestone 

with $5.5 million raised in her first five months of campaigning. The Democratic field remains small, with several less-prominent candidates already 

filed and little indication yet that the party will pose a strong statewide challenge. Key issues likely to shape the race include economic growth and 

job creation, education, energy, public safety, rural-urban equity, and state budget and tax policy. With the broad Republican advantage across state 

institutions and the strength of its prominent GOP contenders, this race is solidly Republican, and the Republican primary will determine the state’s 

governor.
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Bill Lee (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 65%

 2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 64.2%

Partisan Voting Index: R+14

Primary Election:  August 6, 2026 

Other Races: No other statewide offices are on the 2026 ballot. The Tennessee General Assembly is dominated by Republicans, who hold a 27–6 

majority in the Senate and a 75–24 majority in the House of Representatives. In the 2026 election, all 99 seats in the House and 17 of the 33 Senate 

seats will be up for election. There are no other statewide offices up for election in 2026.

Democrats

• Jerri Green (Memphis City Councilor)

• Carnita Atwater (Memphis Community Advocate, 2022 gubernatorial candidate)

Republicans

• John Rose (U.S. Congressman)

• Marsha Blackburn (U.S. Senator)

• Monty Fritts (State Representative) 



Texas Solid R

Overview: Incumbent Republican Governor Greg Abbott is seeking an unprecedented fourth term. Abbott, who has served since 2015, would 

become the longest-serving governor in Texas history if re-elected and completes the term. He remains a dominant figure in Texas politics, with 

strong support from the Republican base and a well-established campaign infrastructure. So far, no Republican challengers have emerged, making him 

the clear frontrunner in the GOP primary. On the Democratic side, declared challengers include state Rep. Gina Hinojosa, East Texas rancher and 

retired firefighter Bobby Cole, and several others. Democrats in Texas have made repeated efforts in recent years to gain ground in statewide 

elections, focusing on demographic shifts, urban turnout, and competitive candidates. However, Republicans still firmly control the state, holding 

every statewide office and commanding large majorities in both chambers of the legislature. As the campaign unfolds, key issues are expected to 

include economic growth, cost of living, education policy, public safety, energy and regulatory policy, and how Texas balances rapid population growth 

with infrastructure and social-service needs. 
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Greg Abbott (R) – Running for Reelection

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 54.8%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 56.1%

Partisan Voting Index: R+6

Primary Election: March 3, 2026, with a runoff on May 26, 2025, if necessary.  

Other Races: Several major executive offices will be on the ballot in addition to the gubernatorial race. These include the Attorney General 

(open), Lt. Governor, Comptroller, Land Commissioner, and Agriculture Commissioner. The race for Attorney General is expected to be especially 

competitive with incumbent Ken Paxton opting instead to run for U.S. Senate against incumbent Republican John Cornyn. The Texas State 

Legislature is controlled by Republicans, who hold a 20–11 majority in the Senate and an 88–62 majority in the House of Representatives. In the 

2026 election, all 150 seats in the Texas House and 16 of the 31 Senate seats will be up for election. 

Democrats

• Bobby Cole (Farmer and former firefighter)

• Chris Bell (Former U.S. Congressman)

• Gina Jinojosa (State Representative)

Republicans

• Greg Abbott (Governor)

Runoff Requirement: If no candidate gets a majority of the votes cast in the primary, a runoff between the top two candidates is required.



Vermont Solid R

Overview: Incumbent Republican Phil Scott is eligible to seek a sixth term. Known for his moderate stance and bipartisan appeal, Scott has 

consistently maintained very high approval ratings in a state that leans far Democratic in federal elections. Should he decide to seek another term, 

he would be the clear frontrunner. No major Democratic or independent challengers have officially entered the race , though potential candidates 

may emerge as the election cycle progresses. 
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Last Updated: 2/8/2026

Incumbent: Phil Scott (R) – Eligible to run

2024 Gubernatorial Election Win: 73.4%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Harris 63.8%

Partisan Voting Index: D+17

Primary Election: August 11, 2025

Other Races: Other offices on the ballot include Lt. Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, State Treasurer, and Auditor of Accounts. The 

Vermont State Legislature is controlled by Democrats, who hold a 17–13 majority in the Senate and a 90–56 majority in the House, alongside four 

independents. Republicans made notable gains in the last election, breaking the Democratic supermajority in both chambers. This shift was 

significant as it restored the ability of Republican Governor Scott’s vetoes to stand without guaranteed legislative overrides, rebalancing power 

between the executive and legislative branches. In 2026, all 150 seats in the House and all 30 seats in the Senate will be up for election.

Republicans
• Phill Scott (Governor) *undeclared

Democrats
• No declared candidate



Wyoming Solid R

Overview: The 2026 Wyoming governor’s race is an open-seat contest with incumbent Republican Governor Mark Gordon term-limited. Already 

holding a statewide office and with an endorsement from President Trump, Wyoming Superintendent of Public Instruction, Megan Degenfelder, is the 

presumptive frontrunner though she faces several other primary challengers, including Brent Bien. Bien unsuccessfuly sought the GOP nomination in 

2022 and is running on a campaign of abolishing the state's residential property tax. Several high-profile Republicans, including U.S. Representative 

Harriet Hageman, who unseated Liz Cheney with the backing of then-former President Trump and Secretary of State Chuck Gray, have opted not to 

run. No viable Democratic candidate has emerged in this solidly red state. The campaign is likely to focus on issues including rising property taxes, 

the future of coal, oil, and natural gas, state revenue challenges tied to energy markets, land management and federal regulation, and economic 

diversification beyond the extractive industries.
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Last Updated: 2/7/2026

Incumbent: Mark Gordon (R) – Term-limited

2022 Gubernatorial Election Win: 78.7%

2024 Presidential Election Winner: Trump 71.6%

Partisan Voting Index: R+23

Primary Election: August 18, 2025

Other Races: Alongside the gubernatorial election, the offices for Secretary of State, Auditor, and Treasurer will be on the 2026 ballot. The 

Wyoming State Legislature is overwhelmingly controlled by Republicans, who hold a 29–2 majority in the Senate and a 56–6 majority in the House 

of Representatives. In the 2026 election, all 62 House seats and 16 of the 31 Senate seats will be up for election. 

Democrats

• Gabriel Green

Republicans

• Megan Degenfelder (Wyoming 

Superintendent of Public Instruction)

• Brent Bien (Former U.S. Marine)

• Joseph Kibler (Former Firefighter)

• Eric Barlow (State Senator)



The Smith House

502 West 13th Street 

Austin, TX 78701

(512) 994-7433

JStrickland@bgrdc.com

Austin
One Buckhead Plaza

3060 Peachtree Rd. NW Suite 1800 

Atlanta, GA 30305

WCrozer@bgrdc.com

Atlanta
The Homer Building 

601 13th Street, NW 

 Washington, DC 20005

(202) 333-4936

DMurphy@bgrdc.com

Washington
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Contact

1230 2nd Ave South

Nashville, TN 37210

Blake@bhastrategy.com

Nashville
2141 E Highland Ave Ste 105

Phoenix, AZ 85016

(480) 658-2117

kirk@ccbewise.com

Phoenix



BGR Group
An Advocus Partner

Advocus was formed to bring together top lobbying and public 

affairs firms from across the country to provide comprehensive 

and customized solutions to clients’ advocacy needs. Organized as 

a holding company, Advocus Partners is bipartisan and 

geographically diverse and offers every tool of government 

advocacy. 

Advocus Partners is a bipartisan, national, public affairs firm that 

provides comprehensive and integrated government advocacy and 

advisory services for every level of government in all regions of 

the country.
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Thank you
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