
THE TEXAS TAKEAWAY

The U.S. Senate race is poised to be one of the most watched
runoff elections in recent history. Cornyn’s strong showing
cannot be overlooked as he was running a distant second in
nearly every pre-primary poll. In recent years, however, the
voting bloc behind Attorney General Ken Paxton has been a
strong force in runoff elections. Cornyn will have the money
advantage, but there is no shortage of excitement from Paxton
voters, who contend it’s time for a change in the U.S. Senate
after 24 years of Sen. Cornyn’s service in Washington, D.C.
Hold on tight, it will be a fight to finish to the May 26 runoff
election.
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TEXAS PRIMARIES KICK OFF 2026 MIDTERMS 
A strong surge in Democratic early voting for 2026 and a stronger-than-anticipated showing for longtime U.S. Senator John Cornyn
led headlines in Texas, the first major primary contest of the 2026 midterm election season. For only the second time since 2008,
Texas Democrats outpaced Republicans heading to the polls for early voting. In the end, Senator Cornyn narrowly edged Texas
Attorney General Ken Paxton, but didn’t get above the 50% threshold needed to sidestep a runoff which takes place in May. The
strong showing by Cornyn sets up what will be an even more expensive campaign for the runoff against Paxton. On the Democratic
side, Texas House Member James Talarico defeated U.S. Congresswoman Jasmine Crockett, who conceded Wednesday morning.
Talarico’s victory in the primary was boosted by Hispanic voters, who he courted throughout the campaign.  The last Democratic
candidate to win a statewide election in Texas — 1994. In the House, several incumbents on both sides of the aisle faced serious
challengers, Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-TX-02) lost outright, while a handful of others are heading to runoffs. The White House is taking
a victory lap on down-ballot races, noting that all of the President’s endorsed candidates either won or advanced to a runoff. 
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TEXAS PRIMARY HIGHLIGHTS

2ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Incumbent Congressman Dan Crenshaw lost his primary election to State Representative Steve
Toth, one of the most conservative Texas legislators and a former member of the state’s Freedom
Caucus. Crenshaw is a frequent critic of the Congressional Freedom Caucus. Endorsed by Senator
TedTed Cruz, Toth won handily against Crenshaw, marking the first defeat of an incumbent Republican this cycle.

On the Republican side, incumbent Senator John Cornyn advanced to a top-two runoff against
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton after both received over 40% of the vote. President Trump has
declined to  endorse a  specific candidate  in the race, and  the  entry  of  Republican  Congressman

U.S. SENATE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 

Wesley Hunt further divided the electorate, resulting in a three-way split. Paxton enters the runoff with
vulnerabilities of his own, including ongoing legal issues and scrutiny related to his tenure as Attorney General.
Cornyn’s camp has already begun framing Paxton’s more controversial political stances as a potential general
election liability that could jeopardize the seat for Republicans.

U.S. SENATE DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY 
In Texas, State Representative James Talarico came out on top in the hotly contested Democratic
primary for U.S. Senate. Talarico and Congresswoman Jasmine Crockett were the two main
contenders in the race, which drew massive amounts of national attention and fundraising.
TalaricoTalarico leveraged his fundraising advantage and strength with Hispanic and suburban voters to win the primary

outright. He will face off against the eventual Republican nominee.

Longtime Democratic incumbent Congressman Al Green and fellow Democrat Congressman
Christian Menefee advanced to a runoff election in Texas’ newly configured 18th Congressional
District, with Menefee finishing in the lead. The race marks a rare incumbent-versus-incumbent
contest 

18TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

contest brought on by mid-decade redistricting in the Houston-area district. Green previously ran unopposed in
2024 to represent the former 9th District, while Menefee won a special election in January 2026 to succeed
Congressman Sylvester Turner after his passing.

33RD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Incumbent Congresswoman Julie Johnson and former Congressman Colin Allred advanced
from the Democratic primary in Texas’ newly redrawn, Dallas-based 33rd Congressional District
and will face each other in a runoff election on May 26. The seat was left open by Congresswoman
Crockett’s Crockett’s Senate bid, setting up a high-profile contest between the two well-known Democratic figures. While

Allred entered the race with a significant fundraising advantage and finished the primary in the lead, Johnson, who
currently represents the neighboring 32nd District, consolidated support from a broad coalition of House
Democratic colleagues and outside organizations, positioning the race for a competitive runoff.
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TEXAS PRIMARY HIGHLIGHTS

Congressman Chip Roy and State Senator Mayes Middleton advanced to the Republican
primary runoff for Texas Attorney General, with Middleton placing first in an unexpected showing.
The race to succeed Attorney General Ken Paxton, who is vacating the office to run for U.S. Senate,
featured

ATTORNEY GENERAL

featured a competitive GOP field that included Paxton-endorsed attorney Aaron Reitz, who finished in fourth. Roy,
a prominent member of the House Freedom Caucus, will now face Middleton in the runoff on May 26th to
determine the party’s nominee. On the other side of the aisle, the Texas Democratic primary for Attorney General
will also go to a runoff after no candidate secured a majority of the vote. The top-two vote getters will include
Dallas-based state Senator Nathan Johnson and a yet-to-be-determined runner-up, will face off in the runoff.

NORTH CAROLINA PRIMARY HIGHLIGHTS

Former Republican National Committee (RNC) Chair Michael Whatley decisively won the GOP
nomination for the North Carolina Senate race. Incumbent Thom Tillis is retiring from the seat,
which Republicans are working to hold. Whatley enjoyed a strong fundraising advantage and the
endorsement 

U.S. SENATE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY

endorsement of President Trump and Senate Majority Leader John Thune. He will face off against popular former
Governor Roy Cooper who won the Democratic nomination. The Cook Political Report rates this race as a Tossup.

Laurie Buckhout, former Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Cyber Policy, secured the GOP
nomination to set up a high-stakes November rematch against Democratic incumbent
Congressman Don Davis. Buckhout leveraged a significant fundraising advantage and key
Republican 

1ST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Republican House endorsement to emerge from a crowded primary field. After narrowly losing to Davis by less
than two points in 2024, Buckhout enters this cycle with a significant tailwind: a mid-decade redistricting shift has
moved the seat from a “Toss-Up” to “Lean R,” as rated by the Cook Political Report.

23RD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Incumbent Republican Congressman Tony Gonzales has been forced to a runoff against gun
rights activist and YouTuber Brandon Herrera. Gonzales, though holding an endorsement from the
President, has been embroiled in scandals related to his personal life and congressional office
staff.staff. Gonzales is narrowly behind Herrera in the vote count and will attempt to defend his seat in the runoff.

4TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Incumbent Congresswoman Valerie Foushee successfully defended her seat in a primary
rematch against Durham County Commissioner Nida Allam, repeating her 2022 victory. Allam
campaigned as the more progressive challenger, contrasting her endorsement from Senator Bernie
SandersSanders (I-VT) with Foushee’s moderate backing and age. Despite the ideological challenge, Foushee’s established

record resonated with the majority of voters.


