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APPROFPRIATIONS PROCESS
With BGR Vice President Don“Andpes

It’s go time for FY 2027 appropriations, but DHS remains shutdown.
BGR Vice President Don Andres looks at how the House is moving
up its deadlines, the reality of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, and why
passing spending bills in an election year is such a heavy lift.
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The FY 2027 appropriations season is already underway, yet
the Department of Homeland Security remains unfunded.
What is the status of those negotiations and how is it
impacting DHS operations?

Republicans and Democrats remain very far from any
compromise on funding the Department. The One Big
Beautiful Bill Act, which passed last summer, pre-funded
Customs and Border Patrol. Therefore, this shutdown has had
minimal impact on those operations. Other agencies are
bearing the brunt including TSA, FEMA, CISA, Secret Service,
and the Coast Guard. We are seeing reports that the shutdown
is starting to really impact travel. Given the ongoing conflictin
Iran, a change in leadership at the Department, and a
potential terrorist attack in New York City, there will be a
renewed push to get the funding approved and soon.
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The House Appropriations Committee recently moved up its
filing deadline for Member Directed Spending requests to
mid and late March. How will that change impact the timing
of committee business?

First, it dramatically shortens the timeframe for
outside stakeholders to submit requests. Second,
with midterm elections looming, Chairman Cole is

most likely seeking to accelerate the process to

try to get some bills done ahead the September
30th deadline. Should the Majority change hands
in November, spending decisions will look very
different in a lame duck session.
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Do you expect the Senate to follow the same timeline as
the House?

At this point, it’s unclear. The
Senate typically lags behind
the House, but the pace could
pick up this summer.
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The government has not been fully funded before the end of
the fiscal year in decades. Will 2026 be the year?

It would be a major lift to get it done,
especially in an election year. And
remember, even though Republicans
control the Congress and the White
House, Democratic votes will be
needed to pass any spending bills.
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As a former appropriations staffer, which is the busier
season — Spring or Fall?

It’s the spring, no question. It’s
GO TIME for all appropriations
business.



