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President Trump and lawmakers returned to Washington this week
with a large to-do list and a midterm election looming. The
President began 2026 with a stunning move on the global stage -
the capture of Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro to face drugs
and weapons charges in federal court. Meanwhile, Congress is
working to resolve outstanding spending measures before a critical
January 30th deadline and find a way forward on Affordable Care Act
subsidies. The President will deliver his State of the Union address
on February 24th.

In this edition of the Quarterly Outlook, BGR’s team examine the
policy challenges and political dynamics driving the agenda in the
months ahead.
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Overview



September 30 Expirations

House Special Elections:

• January 31 - Texas 18th

• March 10 - Georgia 14th

• April 16 - New Jersey 11th

Primary Elections:
• March 3 - Arkansas; N. Carolina; Texas
• March 10 - Mississippi
• March 17 - Illinois

• Government Funding (from the 
November 2025 CR)

• Community Health Center Fund 

• Medicare telehealth flexibilities

• CMS’ Acute Hospital Home at Care 
Program

• A delay in Medicaid Disproportionate 
Share Hospital cuts

• Other Medicare extenders

• Government Funding
• Surface Transportation Reauthorization 

Act
• Farm Bill
• EX-IM Bank Reauthorization

Upcoming Specials and Primaries January 30 Expirations 
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Key Dates & Expirations

At the start of 2026, Congress must meet several looming deadlines. Scheduled for February 24, the State of the 

Union will set the stage for the November 3 midterm elections.

Click Here for Primary Schedule Click Here for a Full List of Expirations

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-Primary-Dates_Chronological.pdf
https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Expiring-Provisions-01.06.26.pdf


Congressional Outlook
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The Republican Majority is hanging on by a thread.

• House Republicans currently hold the smallest House majority in modern history.

• They lost two members in one week when Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA)

officially resigned, and Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA) unexpectedly passed away.

• Rep. Jim Baird (R-IN) suffered injuries following a car crash, impacting his ability to

vote.

• Special elections in New Jersey and Texas early this year will likely net Democrats

two more seats.

Bottom Line: Given these challenges, attendance issues could severely impact Speaker

Mike Johnson’s ability to advance legislation of any kind.

GOP House Majority Living on the Edge 
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HOUSE
218R – 213D

4 vacancies



On the to-do list for Congress in the months ahead ...

• Resolving Outstanding Spending Decisions

• The Affordability Agenda - Health Care, Energy, Housing 

• Federal Programs in Need of Extensions 

• General Tax Priorities

• Reconciliation 2.0? 

• Presidential Nominations 

Potential Congressional Agenda
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Bottom Line: House Republican leaders will have trouble moving anything

on a party line basis. Senate leaders will be focused on nominations. 



Senate House

• As of January 7th, the Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) jointly
released pre-conferenced text of a new 3-bill minibus (CJS, E&W, and
Interior). Additionally, SAC Republicans also released the bill text for
their version of a Homeland Security bill which is expected to be
adjoined to a future FSGG and SFOPS bill creating an additional 5-bill
minibus.

• The Senate Appropriations Committee has passed the following
measures, which are now ready for floor action:
• Defense
• Interior-Environment
• Labor-HHS-Education
• Transportation-HUD

• The Senate Appropriations Committee has not yet considered the
following:
• Financial Services and General Government
• State-Foreign Operations

• As of January 7th, the Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) jointly
released pre-conferenced text of a new 3-bill minibus (CJS, E&W, and
Interior).

• The House Appropriations Committee has passed the following
measures, which are now ready for floor action:
• Homeland Security
• Interior-Environment
• National Security-State
• Transportation-HUD
• Financial Services and General Government
• Commerce-Justice-Science
• Labor-HHS-Education
• State and Foreign Ops/Nat'l Security & Dept. Of State

• The House has already executed Floor passage of:
• Energy and Water
• Defense

FY26 Appropriations Status
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Already Passed:
Three of the 12 FY26 appropriations bills - MilConVA, Leg Branch, and Ag-FDA - were signed 
into law as part of the November-passed Continuing Resolution, which expires on January 30th



Affordability Agenda

Health Care

• ACA Reform: Republicans are considering 
legislative options that give patients more 
control over their health care and foster 
competition to drive down prices.

• Tax Credit and Drug Pricing: Democrats aim 
to expand the Affordable Care Act premium 
tax credits and cap the costs of certain drug 
prices beyond just Medicare recipients.

Bottom Line: Affordability will be a driving theme for both parties in Congress and on the campaign trail.

HousingEnergy

Both the administration and members of Congress are using the issue of affordability of daily life for hardworking Americans and
businesses to advance their policy goals. Health care, energy, and housing have taken center stage as the core issues driving the
affordability conversations among lawmakers.
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• All-of-the-Above Approach: Support a 
strategy that encourages all types of energy 
to ensure a secure, reliable, and affordable 
energy supply.

• Roll Back Regulations: Both sides of the aisle 
want to reduce regulations on the energy 
sector to unleash American energy, like 
the House-passed bipartisan SPEED Act that 
would overhaul the National Environmental 
Policy Act, easing the regulatory hurdles hat  
hamper the development of both fossil fuel 
and renewable energy projects.

• Reduce Red Tape: Remove federal barriers 
and reduce environmental review 
requirements that slow the deployment of 
housing development.

• OBBBA Implementation: Encourage the 
building of affordable homes through the 
targeted development tax provisions in the 
One, Big, Beautiful Bill Act including the 
strengthened bipartisan Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credit and improved Opportunity Zones 
program.



Major Federal Programs Near Expiration 

• Expiration: Sunsets on April 20, 2026
• Core Authority: Section 702 permits 

surveillance of non-U.S. persons abroad for 
intelligence purposes

• Political Dynamics: Bipartisan interest in 
reform, balanced against national security 
concerns

• Complications: In 2024, Trump urged 
Congress to “kill” FISA, despite previously 
upending other surveillance programs in his 
first term

• Outlook: Extension likely to avoid intelligence 
gaps, with limited reforms possible

• Expiration: September 30, 2026
• Status: 2018 Farm Bill extended multiple 

times following one-year extensions in 2023 
and 2024

• Legislative Reality: Election-year dynamics 
make passage of a full reauthorization 
unlikely

• Risk of Inaction: Failure to act before the 
2026 crop year would trigger outdated 
“permanent law” from the 1930s–40s

• Policy Gaps: Several mandatory programs 
were not extended and may lose authority 
after FY2026

• Outlook: Short-term extension expected; 
standalone bill may address unresolved 
programs and permanent law

• Expiration: September 30, 2026 
• Status: The current authorization was 

included in the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA) in 2021

• Process: Committee hearings began in early 
2025; markup and final language expected in 
early 2026

• Policy Focus: Safety, infrastructure 
modernization, and potential new fees for EV 
and hybrid vehicles

• Political Tension: Bipartisan framework, but 
climate and energy provisions could drive 
negotiations

• Outlook: Reauthorization likely, with EV fees 
and climate policy as key pressure points

Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act Surface Transportation Reauthorization Farm Bill 

Facing multiple expirations and looming midterm elections, Congress is racing to extend expiring national security, agriculture, and
transportation programs while Republicans maintain their unified control; however, given the short timeline and narrow majority in the
House, they may have to prioritize short-term extensions over major policy reform.
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General Tax Priorities

Legislative Outlook

• Crypto Tax: Likely movement in Q1, but 
House passage remains unlikely in the near 
term.

• Gambling Loss Deduction: Narrow fix to the 
gambling loss tax deduction continues to 
circulate as a potential legislative add-on.

Bottom Line: Overall, incremental action driven more by administrative guidance and international developments than major legislation, is 
likely to define the 2026 tax agenda.

International TaxTreasury Guidance

U.S. tax policy in 2026 is expected to focus on targeted legislative fixes, near-term Treasury guidance, and implementation of the
One, Big, Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA), rather than a broad tax package. While limited tax extenders and niche provisions may
advance, momentum remains constrained by fiscal and political considerations.
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• 45Z Clean Fuel Credit: Guidance expected in 
early 2026.

• CAMT: Treasury guidance is expected in 
early January for the Corporate Alternative 
Minimum Tax, with compliance 
implications for large corporations.

• OBBBA:  Treasury and the IRS will continue 
rolling out guidance to implement OBBBA’s 
tax provisions throughout 2026. 

• OECD Pillar Two: U.S. multinational 
corporations will be exempt from the 
OECD’s 15% global minimum tax under a 
G7 agreement recognizing the U.S. tax 
system as operating “side-by-side” with 
Pillar Two, with the proposed Section 899 
retaliatory “revenge tax” ultimately 
excluded from OBBBA. This is an important 
win for U.S. companies concerned about 
foreign tax retaliation.



Reconciliation 2.0

• Speaker Mike Johnson and Senate Majority 
Leader John Thune continue to keep 
reconciliation on the table, but most House 
GOP Committee Chairs privately doubt 
another bill can pass.

• House Ways and Means Chair Jason Smith 
has said he does not see a viable path.

• Both House and Senate Budget Committee 
Chairs continue to push for another 
attempt, arguing it is necessary to deliver 
on long-promised conservative priorities.

• Hard-liners are pushing for another party-
line bill, potentially using tariff revenue to 
provide direct payments to taxpayers and 
help offset rising health care costs.

• Vulnerable and moderate Republicans 
strongly oppose reopening reconciliation 
after a politically bruising process that 
included Medicaid cuts.

• Health care and defense policy are 
potential reconciliation targets.

• Major policy changes, such as permitting 
reform, are still seen as requiring 
bipartisan Senate support.

Bottom Line: Without a clear catalyst, most likely around healthcare, Reconciliation 2.0 remains more of an internal GOP debate than a 
realistic legislative vehicle in 2026.

GOP Leadership Policy Scope and ConstraintsConservatives vs. Moderates

A second budget reconciliation bill remains technically possible but is widely viewed by GOP leaders as unlikely ahead of the
2026 midterm elections, given deep internal divisions and lingering political fallout from last summer’s One, Big, Beautiful Bill
Act (OBBBA). Health care, particularly the recently expired ACA subsidies, is the primary issue that could force consideration.
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Advancing Presidential Nominations

Senate GOP Advanced Rules Change to Expedite Confirmations

• President Trump was the first President since Herbert Hoover to not have any 
nominees approved by Unanimous Consent or voice vote.

• Many nominees had received bipartisan support in committee.

• After engaging in bipartisan talks to advance batches of nominees, Senate 
Republicans advanced a rules change to advance nominations in groups of 48.

• With the rules change, the Senate confirmed 417 of Trump’s nominees in his first 
year, surpassing the 323 confirmations from the first year of his first term and 365 
confirmations during President Biden’s first year.

Bottom Line: The Trump administration and Senate Republicans are not afraid to make 
adjustments in order to advance nominations and fill vacancies in the administration.

The Senate confirmation process was historically slow last year. After the President's Cabinet was confirmed, Senate Democrats
began to slow walk confirmation votes arguing the quality of nominees warranted the delays.
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Trump Administration 
Outlook
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President Trump is beginning his second year of his second term in a stronger 
position than in his first term. 

Trump Enters ‘26 After Historically Active ‘25

43.9% approve

Polling taken from Real Clear Politics

CURRENT APPROVAL RATING

HISTORICAL COMPARISON

40.4% approve

55.9% disapprove
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During the first year of his second term, President Trump was historically active.

221 Executive Orders Issued - 2025

52.7% disapprove

220 Executive Orders Issued – 2017-2020

Shrank the Federal Government Workforce
Approximately 271,000 fewer federal employees than there were at the start of 2025 — about a 9% decline.



Trump’s Election Year Agenda

What’s left to do? President Trump's agenda continues to be driven by several key priorities:

Affordability

• The administration was buoyed by some strong economic data at the end of 2025, including a lower-than-expected rate of inflation and the
lowest price for gasoline in decades. However, remaining higher prices and increases in health care costs have spooked the White House enough
to send President Trump on an affordability tour.

Foreign Engagements 

• The Trump administration has been extremely bold in its use of federal law enforcement in major U.S. cities. 
Federal action in additional cities across the nation could follow the federal surge in Washington, D.C.

• The Trump administration continues to prioritize immigration enforcement in cities across the country.
• Tighter asylum standards and expanded detention infrastructure at the border have been a top focus. 

Energy Production 

• In an effort to promote an energy renaissance, the Trump administration is conducting a regulatory 
overhaul focused on nuclear and rare-earths policies, in addition to a recent action suspending leases 
for wind projects. 
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Trump’s Tariffs
President Trump's use of tariffs was his signature economic tool in 2025, expanding both reciprocal and country-specific
duties. While court challenges persist, with appeals on certain tariff programs being heard in front of the Supreme Court, the
President remains committed to his tariff agenda in 2026 and has numerous tools beyond court-challenged mechanisms as his
disposal.

January 1 – Section 232 cabinet tariffs increase to 50% from 25% and upholstered furniture tariffs increase to 30% from 25%

January 2 – USTR report to Congress on USMCA

January 26 – Aircraft Section 232 report due to the President, starting a 120-day clock for a formal action; autos Section 232 inclusions and offset process

comments due

March 28 – Polysilicon and drones Section 232 reports due to the President, starting a 120-day clock for a formal action

April TBD – President Xi hosts President Trump for a state visit in Beijing

May 10 – Wind turbines Section 232 report due to the President, starting a 120-day clock for a formal action

May 30 – Medical devices and robotics Section 232 reports due to the President, starting a 120-day clock for a formal action

June 26 – Likely conclusion of Supreme Court rulings for the 2025–2026 term

July 1 – USMCA review deadline

July 15 – Final determination on Brazilian digital trade Section 301 investigation report due

Key Trade Dates, 2026
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Political Outlook
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Historically, the party of the President has fared poorly in midterm elections and has lost at least one chamber of Congress every cycle for

the last 22 years. With Democrats leading the generic ballot polling and a few key House Republicans in tossup districts retiring, the GOP’s

narrow three-seat majority is making a flip in House control more likely this year. The Senate will likely be a tougher get for Democrats.

Such a scenario would be a repeat of President Trump's first midterm in 2018 when Republicans lost the House but kept the Senate.
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The 2026 midterm elections are off to the races as Republicans seek to keep their trifecta control of the federal government.

Historical Midterm Trends
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The House is in Play 

2026 Generic Ballot Polling

Cook Political Report; RealClearPolitics

2018 Generic Ballot Polling

Ahead of the 2026 midterms, Democrats need to flip just 3 seats in order to win the majority. In 2018, Democrats flipped
41 seats to retake the chamber. Today, the Cook Political Report lists 17 seats as tossups: 5 Democrats & 12 Republicans.

DEM + 12.4 DEM + 4

Bottom Line: A smaller number of competitive seats may limit Democratic pickup
Opportunities but history and political trends are on their side. 
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Several states took the unconventional step of engaging in a mid-decade redistricting process in order to impact the 
midterm elections.

TEXAS
Status → IN EFFECT 

GOP: +3-5

CALIFORNIA
Status → IN EFFECT 

DEM: +4-5

N. CAROLINA
Status → IN EFFECT 

GOP: +1

UTAH
Status → IN EFFECT 

DEM: +1

OHIO
Status → IN EFFECT 

GOP: +1-2

MISSOURI
Status → PENDING

GOP: +1

CURRENT NET CHANGE: D+1 - R+3

COMPLETED REDRAWS

KANSAS
Status → PROPOSED

GOP: +1

MARYLAND
Status → PROPOSED

DEM: +1

INDIANA
Status → DEFEATED

GOP: +0

VIRGINIA
Status → PROPOSED

DEM: +2-4

PROPOSED NET CHANGE: D+2-7

PROPOSED REDRAWS

WISCONSIN
Status → IN APPEAL

DEM: +1-2

Mid-Decade Redistricting Update



Senate Republicans are looking to protect their majority in the midterms. Several key seats are in play.  

Senate seats up for election

Democrats retiring

Republicans retiring

35

4

5
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Susan Collins (R-ME) John Husted (R-OH)

John Cornyn (R-TX) Thom Tillis (R-NC)

Jon Ossoff (D-GA) Gary Peters (D-MI)

Dan Sullivan (R-AK) Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)

*retiring

*retiring

*retiring

Key Senate Races



2026 Toss-Up & Competitive Gubernatorial Races
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*Govs. Brian Kemp (R-GA), Kim Reynolds, (R-IA) Laura Kelly (D-KS),  Gretchen Whitmer 

(D-MI), and Tony Evers (D-WI) are term-limited or retiring.

Arizona
Incumbent: Katie Hobbs (D) 
2022 Gubernatorial: 50.3%
2024 Presidential: Trump 

52.2%
Partisan Voting Index: R+2

Georgia
OPEN*

2022 Gubernatorial: 53.4%
2024 Presidential: Trump 

50.7%
Partisan Voting Index: R+3

Iowa
OPEN*

2022 Gubernatorial: 58.1%
2024 Presidential: Trump 

55.7%
Partisan Voting Index: R+6

Kansas
OPEN*

2022 Gubernatorial: 49.5%
2024 Presidential: Trump 

57.2%

Partisan Voting Index: R+10

Michigan
OPEN*

2022 Gubernatorial: 54.5%
2024 Presidential: Trump 

49.7%
Partisan Voting Index: EVEN

Incumbent: Joe Lombardo (R)
2022 Gubernatorial: 48.8%
2024 Presidential: Trump 

50.6%

Partisan Voting Index: R+1

Nevada Wisconsin
OPEN*

2022 Gubernatorial: 51.2%
2024 Presidential: Trump 

49.7%
Partisan Voting Index: EVEN
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Michigan

House: 58 (R) – 52 (D)
Senate: 19 (D) – 18 (R)

Minnesota

House: 67 (D) – 67 (R)
Senate: 33 (D) – 32 (R)

Pennsylvania

House: 102 (D) – 101 (R)
Senate: 27 (R) – 23 (D)

Wisconsin

Assembly: 54 (R) – 45 (D) 
Senate: 18 (R) – 15 (D)

Arizona

House: 33 (R) – 27 (D)
Senate: 17 (R) –13 (D)

Georgia

House: 100 (R) – 80 (D)
Senate: 32 (R) – 23 (D)

North Carolina

House: 71 (R) – 29 (D)
Senate: 30 (R) – 20 (D)

New Hampshire

House: 218 (R) – 177 (D)
Senate: 16 (R) – 8 (D)

2026 Competitive State Legislature Elections



Policy Previews
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Bill
VINEY 
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Key Takeaways:

1. Under regular order, this should have been completed September 30th as

Congress should technically be working on the FY ‘27 spending bills in

the new year.

2. A desire for more oversight over State Department activity involving

diplomatic efforts in Venezuela and the South American region may

further complicate Democratic support for bipartisan spending bills.

3. Fiscal hawks would like to see further cuts that those currently

proposed.

READ MORE HERE

“

“
Practice Head

Appropriations

Following the Shutdown, Appropriators Are Ready to Get to Work

After a 43-day government 

shutdown in 2025, there 

appears to be little to no 

appetite for a replay in the 

new year. Appropriators are 

kicking off 2026 with real 

progress ahead of the 

January 30th funding 

deadline.

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Approps-QO-Q1-2026.pdf


Jen
LUKAWSKI 
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Ultimately, the durability of 

the MAHA agenda will hinge 

on evidence, not intent. For 

Congress in 2026, the central 

question will be whether 

these policies deliver results 

sufficient to justify expansion, 

codification, or course 

correction.

Making America Healthy Again: What to Expect in 2026
Commerce & Infrastructure

Key Takeaways:

1. 2026 will be a consequential year for the Make America Healthy Again (MAHA)

agenda.

2. The announced updated Dietary Guidelines are significantly shorter and more

streamlined than recent editions.

3. Ultra Processed Foods will remain part of the MAHA narrative, and could begin to

appear in formal federal guidance, program eligibility criteria, or regulatory

definitions.

4. Producers and distributors could seek federal preemption relief as they navigate

conflicting state and federal regulations.

READ MORE HERE

“

“
Principal

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Commerce-QO-Q1-2026-.pdf


Dan
GREENWOOD 
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The war in Ukraine has 
sharpened Congressional 
concern about munitions 
shortages and exposed 
structural weaknesses in the 
current defense manufacturing 
ecosystem, particularly the 
reliance on a limited number of 
prime contractors and single-
source suppliers.

Policymakers Focused on Acquisition Reform
as NDAA Process Moves Forward
Defense & Critical Technologies

Key Takeaways:

1. The House and Senate Armed Services Committees (HASC and

SASC) are already beginning preparations for the FY27 NDAA, with

both panels expected to mark up their bills early this summer.

2. Both Chairs are expected to build on the acquisition reforms

enacted in the FY26 NDAA.

3. HASC and SASC are expected to continue scrutinizing

organizational reforms across the military services related to

acquisition.

READ MORE HERE

“

“
Practice Head

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Defense-Q1-QO-2026.pdf


Jen
BROWN 
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The OECD finalized the 
long-awaited side-by-
side package this 
week, suggesting 
that section 899 will likely 
remain a relic of the 
negotiating process—
rather than a live 
legislative threat.

Is the “Revenge Tax” Finally Dead?
Financial Services & Tax

Key Takeaways:

1. The One, Big, Beautiful Bill Act originally included section 899—a “revenge

tax” targeting foreign countries the U.S. believed were unfairly taxing American

companies.

2. The provision was dropped per a pending agreement between the U.S. and G-7.

3. The OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework approved the side-by-side package on January

5, 2026, formally establishing exemptions for U.S.-parented companies.

4. Section 899 appears unlikely to return, though lawmakers warn they stand ready if

implementation falters.

“

“
Vice President

READ MORE HERE

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/FS-QO-Q1-2026.pdf


James
WILLIAMS 
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The expiration of health care 
subsidies has become a major 
political issue and are already 
creating headaches for Republican 
leaders in Congress. Ahead of the 
midterm elections, President 
Trump is urging Republican 
members to act to find a political 
solution to make health care more 
affordable while also fixing issues 
with the Affordable Care Act.

Health Care Affordability a Major Policy and Political Issue 
Ahead of Midterms
Health & Life Sciences Practice

Key Takeaways:

1. The extension of the enhanced Advanced Premium Tax Credits

(eAPTCs) played a central role in the 43-day government

shutdown.

2. The debate on the expired tax credits has raised the prospect of

another reconciliation package that could include policy

alternatives to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) tax credits.

3. The election year dynamic could drive an outcome or prevent real

progress.

“

“
Sr. Vice President

READ MORE HERE

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Health-QO-Q1-2026.pdf


Kirsten
MADISON 
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The Trump administration’s focus 
on U.S. engagement and 
business interests in the region 
converges with the Hemisphere’s 
longstanding aspiration for more 
consequential U.S. investment 
and the demonstrated desire of 
citizens for improved security 
and economic opportunity.

What Now in the Western Hemisphere?
International & Trade

Key Takeaways:

1. Amidst the shock surrounding recent U.S. actions in Venezuela, it’s easy
for the Western Hemisphere to lose sight of the potential opportunity
presented by the Trump administration’s focus close to home.

2. President Trump has made several decisions that are deeply tied to his
view of U.S. security and prosperity, including the preservation
of international programs that support key pillars of the administration’s
policies.

3. There is something to work with in Venezuela, given the
strength demonstrated by the opposition in Edmundo Gonzalez’ victory
in the Venezuelan 2024 elections.

“

“
Sr. Vice President

READ MORE HERE

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/International-QO-Q1-2026.pdf


Emma
VAUGHN 
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America 250 is a chance for clients to 
reaffirm who they are, why they 
matter, and how they fit into the next 
chapter of the American experiment. 
When thoughtfully integrated into 
external communications, the 
semiquincentennial can elevate 
brand reputation, deepen 
stakeholder trust, and position 
organizations as enduring 
contributors to the nation’s past, 
present, and future.

Celebrating America 250
Public Relations

Key Takeaways:

1. At its core, America 250 is about telling the American story: innovation,

resilience, self-governance, and shared progress over time.

2. Clients have a rare opportunity to align their own histories with a once-

in-a-generation national moment.

3. The key is authenticity. Do not overreach but rather draw a clear and

credible line between your mission and the broader American

experience.

“

“
Vice President

READ MORE HERE

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/PR-QO-Q1-2026.pdf


Caitriana
CORKILL 
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Across parties and regions, 

affordability is likely to be the 

dominant theme guiding 

policymaking, as governors and 

lawmakers respond to voter 

concerns over the cost 

of electricity, health care, 

housing, taxes, education, 

and groceries.

Affordability Driving State Legislative Actions
State & Local Advocacy

Key Takeaways:

1. Changes in Medicaid policy will have a big impact on state 

budgets.

2. Housing affordability is expected to command sustained 

attention.

3. Energy, infrastructure, and technology policy will intersect as 

states respond to surging power demand from data centers 

and AI development.

“

“
Vice President

READ MORE HERE

GO DEEPER: READ THE FULL STATE OUTLOOK HERE

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/State-QO-Q1-2026.pdf
https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BGR-State-Leg-Outlook-Copy.pdf


33

Calendars and Schedules

Click here to view the
2026 Combined 

Congressional Calendar

Click here to view the
2026 State Legislative 

Sessions Schedules

https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Congressional-Calendar-1.jpg
https://bgrdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-State-Legislative-Session-Calendar-12.17.2025.pdf


The Smith House

502 West 13th Street 

Austin, TX 78701

(512) 994-7433

JStrickland@bgrdc.com

Austin
One Buckhead Plaza

3060 Peachtree Rd. NW Suite 1880 

Atlanta, GA 30305

WCrozer@bgrdc.com

Atlanta
The Homer Building 

601 13th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20005

(202) 333-4936

DMurphy@bgrdc.com

Washington

34

Contact

1230 2nd Ave South

Nashville, TN 37210

Blake@bhastrategy.com

Nashville
2141 E Highland Ave Ste 105

Phoenix, AZ 85016

(480) 658-2117

Kirk@ccbewise.com

Phoenix
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