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DATE: September 3, 2025
RE: House Committee on the Judiciary — Europe’s Threat to American Speech and Innovation

Overview

On September 3, 2025, the House Committee on the Judiciary held a hearing titled “Europe’s Threat to
American Speech and Innovation”. The hearing examined the impact of European digital regulations, such
as the Digital Services Act (DSA) and Online Safety Act (OSA), on free speech and American tech companies.
Republican members and witnesses argued these laws create censorship, stifle innovation, and threaten
First Amendment rights globally. Democrats countered that the focus should be on domestic threats to free
expression, including government actions against the press and academic freedom. Witnesses highlighted
cases of speech prosecutions in Europe and debated whether U.S. policies also undermine free speech. The
discussion reflected deep partisan divides over the sources and solutions to threats against freedom of
expression. Chair Jim Jordan (R-OH) and Ranking Member Jamie Raskin (D-MD) presided.

Full hearing materials here.

Witnesses
e The Rt. Hon. Nigel Farage, Member of Parliament, United Kingdom, Testimony
e |orcan Price, Barrister, Legal Counsel, Alliance Defending Freedom International, Testimony
e Morgan Reed, President, The App Association, Testimony
e David Kaye, Clinical Professor of Law, University of California, Irvine School of Law, Testimony

Opening Statements
Chair Jim Jordan (R-OH):

e Thierry Breton, the EU commissioner, wrote to Elon Musk about a planned broadcast on X,
highlighting concerns about disinformation and illegal content, and ended with a threat of
enforcement under the DSA.

e The House Judiciary Committee previously investigated the Biden administration's efforts to censor
free expression, revealing the establishment of a disinformation governance board, which was later
disbanded due to public concern.

e The committee heard testimonies from journalists and Democrats like RFK Jr., who faced censorship
attempts, including an incident where the Biden administration requested Twitter to remove a
tweet by RFK Jr.

e European regulations like the Digital Markets Act (DMA) and the OSA impose burdens on American
tech companies, affecting their global operations and infringing on First Amendment rights in the
u.s.

e Censorship laws are criticized for being tools to suppress government criticism, with historical
examples showing that misinformation often becomes accepted truth over time. The committee
aims to protect free speech through legislation.

Ranking Member Jamie Raskin (D-MD)
e (riticized the hearing for focusing on attacking democratic allies in Europe rather than addressing
threats from autocratic regimes like Russia and China.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS The Homer Building « Eleventh Floor South « 601 Thirteenth Street, NW « Washington, DC 20005
PUBLIC RELATIONS Phone: (202) 333-4936 - Fax: (202) 833-9392
ADVISORY SERVICES www.bgrdc.com


https://judiciary.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/europes-threat-american-speech-and-innovation
https://judiciary.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-judiciary.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/farage-testimony.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-judiciary.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/price-testimony.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-judiciary.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/reed-testimony-1.pdf
https://judiciary.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/republicans-judiciary.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/kaye-testimony-1.pdf

BGR | crour

Accused Republicans of promoting far-right parties in Europe and ignoring repression in countries
like Russia, China, and Saudi Arabia.

The hearing is seen as a distraction from domestic threats to free speech, including actions by
Donald Trump to control media and rewrite history.

Concerns are raised about the Trump administration's impact on academic freedom and the
independence of civil servants.

Argued that free speech is under threat in the U.S. due to actions like banning books and censoring
media, while claiming that there is no free speech crisis in Britain.

Chair Jim Jordan (R-OH):

Said that the encounter between the Ranking Member and Farage was different from how it was
described, according to recollection.

There is an allegation of no free speech in America under President Trump, despite numerous
articles criticizing the Trump administration.

Witness Statements

Morgan Reed

Small and medium-sized tech companies face challenges due to the EU's increasing regulatory
requirements, which hinder their ability to compete effectively.

The DMA is intended to help EU companies compete with US tech leaders but instead creates
excessive bureaucracy and red tape.

Small businesses rely on larger platforms to offload overhead, access global markets, and maintain
customer trust, which is threatened by the DMA.

The DMA could lead to a decrease in consumer trust by allowing bad actors easier access to the
market, potentially harming startups and small developers.

Reed advocates for rejecting the European regulatory culture in favor of fostering a culture of
opportunity and innovation, emphasizing the need for platforms to reduce overhead and protect
intellectual property.

Lorcan Price

The situation for freedom of expression in Europe is perilous, with examples of prosecutions for
speech-related actions in Finland, Scotland, and England.

DSA of the European Union is seen as an anti-speech law, aiming to suppress public discontent and
regulate speech globally.

The DSA includes mechanisms like trusted flaggers and content moderation, which are framed in
technocratic language but aim to create a digital censorship complex.

The EU's global intent is evident as it includes the DSA in trade negotiations, setting a low global
standard for speech regulation.

US companies face significant compliance challenges and costs under the DSA, which acts as a
global censorship tool, impacting free speech and democracy.

Nigel Farage

The principles of free speech and democracy are foundational and have been defended at great
cost, including through two world wars.
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e (Cancel culture has become a concern, particularly with the idea of preventing speakers from
presenting at universities due to potential offense.

e Parents are universally worried about the content accessible to minors on the internet, but current
solutions are inadequate.

e |egislative approaches, such as the UK's OSA, have led to authoritarian outcomes, despite good
intentions.

e Recent cases, like those of Lucy Connolly and Graham Linehan, highlight the severe consequences
of current legislation on free speech and the potential threat to international visitors.

David Kaye

e Kaye is a law professor and former UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression,
with experience in monitoring global assaults on free speech.

e Expressed concern that the United States, historically a defender of free speech, is now
undermining it through actions like silencing scientists and public health officials.

e Examples of censorship include the firing of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
head for not altering vaccine conclusions, website scrubbing, and screening visitors based on social
media activity.

e (riticized the administration's attacks on media, including public broadcasting and Voice of
America, as part of a broader censorship trend.

e Urged the committee to address objectionable online content in a way consistent with free speech
values and to protect Americans' freedom of expression from government overreach.

Question & Answer

e Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (R-WI) said the EU's DMA could cost American companies up to a billion dollars
annually. Fitzgerald asked Reed if these compliance costs affect the U.S. economy and what it means
for American innovation.

o Reed said compliance costs are indeed affecting the economy, as the EU's ex-ante
regulatory approach increases costs without benefiting customers.

o Fitzgerald asked Price if the DMA exemplifies how regulation stifles competition and
innovation. Price said European regulation slows competition and innovation, citing the
DMA and other regulations as burdensome.

o Fitzgerald asked Reed what actions President Trump could take to hold the EU accountable
for digital trade barriers and if Congress could provide additional enforcement tools. Reed
said continued trade negotiations and discussions could encourage the EU to step back
from harmful regulations.

o Fitzgerald asked Reed if it's appropriate for U.S. taxpayer dollars to assist the EU in
implementing laws that discriminate against U.S. companies. Reed said taxpayer dollars
should not be used to discriminate against U.S. companies and should support open
markets.

o Rep. Jerry Nadler (D-NY) said there is a clear and present danger to free speech in America,
originating from the Trump administration. Nadler asked Kaye how President Trump's attacks on
the news media and his attempts to sue them into silence impact freedom of expression and
freedom of speech in the country.

o Kaye said attacks on the press affect every American's right to information and public
debate, emphasizing that censorship by those in power is a core issue.
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Nadler asked if reports about the government banning certain words from websites and
using them to make funding decisions are true. Kaye said he understands those reports to
be true, particularly regarding censorship of scientific research.

e Rep. Darrell Issa (R-CA) asked Farage if the UK observes Article 19 on free speech.

O
O

Farage said the OSA is damaging and not protecting kids.

Issa asked if the UK lacks a constitutional framework like the U.S. First Amendment. Farage
said the UK constitution is based on common law and changes with elected officials.

Issa asked if free speech in Europe and the UK changes with elected officials. Farage said
COVID changed the debate on free speech, with arguments being banned.

Issa asked Reed if the First Amendment protects against lawsuits in the U.S. Reed said it is
his understanding that it does.

Issa asked if Europe lacks clear free speech protections. Reed said he is more familiar with
American laws but agrees with Issa's understanding.

Issa asked Price if the U.S. should guarantee the First Amendment globally for business.
Price said U.S. leadership has transformed the discussion on this issue.

Issa asked Farage about banning people who pass prejudicial legislation against Americans.
Farage said it would be impractical to ban entire governments but understands the
sentiment.

e Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) asked if arresting international students for being critical of U.S. foreign
policy is an attack on the First Amendment.

O
O

O

Kaye said yes, absolutely.

Lofgren asked if the First Amendment is about both the speaker and the listener. Kaye said
that is true.

Lofgren asked if blocking a Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) merger until programming
changes were made sounds like a violation of the First Amendment's guarantee of a free
press. Kaye said it does and emphasized that restrictions on free speech can come from
intimidation and public attacks.

Lofgren asked if revoking over 6,000 student visas due to speech disagreements raises First
Amendment concerns. Kaye said it raises concerns about tolerance of dissent and the
promotion of open debate.

Lofgren asked if forcing companies to run ads as a condition for a merger is a violation of
free speech standards. Kaye said it is a form of pressure that interferes with free speech
and weaponizes federal agencies.

Lofgren asked if these actions are designed to scare others from engaging in similar
behavior. Kaye said they are designed to chill debate and intimidate various groups.

e Chair Jim Jordan (R-OH) asked if anything in DSA had changed in the last year.
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Price said nothing in the law had changed.

Jordan asked if the statement "we need to take back our country" is considered hate
speech. Price said the definition of hate speech is vague and problematic.

Jordan said EU regulators consider it hate speech, which could affect Americans' First
Amendment rights. Price agreed.

Jordan asked what a trusted flagger is. Price said it is a non-governmental organization
(NGO) or private organization recognized under the DSA to identify illegal content.

Jordan asked if trusted flaggers tell companies what content to allow. Price said they do,
and non-compliance can lead to civil penalties.
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Jordan asked about the extent of civil penalties under the DSA. Price said they could be up
to 6% of global revenue.

Jordan asked if there are criminal penalties for offensive posts. Farage said there were
12,183 arrests in the UK for such posts in 2023.

Jordan asked about performative prayer. Price said a pastor was arrested for preaching
about Christianity and Islam. Farage said people have been warned or arrested for praying
outside abortion clinics.

Jordan asked Kaye if he agreed with the Biden administration's Disinformation Governance
Board. Kaye said he did not take a position but emphasized the importance of addressing
disinformation.

o Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN) said he supports free speech but finds the hearing disingenuous due to
existing issues in America. Cohen asked Kaye how the U.S. compares with other countries regarding
freedom of expression.

O

Kaye said the U.S. is currently in a dismal state regarding freedom of expression. Kaye said
discussions about laws against Islamophobia and antisemitism are valuable but emphasized
the need for a consistent approach to censorship. Kaye said the U.S. is currently doing more
to silence critics compared to Europe or the UK.

e Rep. Andy Biggs (R-AZ) said government regulation of speech contradicts the First Amendment.
Biggs asked if draconian fines and an amorphous system might lead to regulation stifling innovation.

O

Price said Europe faces structural problems and DSA aims to control the narrative, affecting
legitimate speech.

Biggs said app innovators will face government censorship in Europe. Reed said the
accumulation of regulations stifles innovation, as businesses struggle to adapt to multiple
layers of legislation.

Biggs asked Farage what happened to Western countries' liberal understanding of civil
rights. Farage said societies have forgotten the sacrifices made to defend freedoms and
have lost their way in teaching values.

o Rep. Hank Johnson (D-GA) asked Farage about his visits to the United States, specifically his
attendance at the Republican convention in Milwaukee and Trump rallies.

O

Farage said he has been visiting the U.S. regularly since 1982 and attended the convention
and rallies, describing them as optimistic and joyous events.

Johnson asked if Farage considers Trump his mentor. Farage said Trump is not his mentor
but someone he supports.

Johnson asked if Farage is preparing to run for Prime Minister of Great Britain and about
his party's representation in Parliament. Farage said he has been trying for years and
acknowledged his party holds only four seats.

Johnson asked if Farage needs money to expand his political influence like the MAGA
movement. Farage said a message of truth and hope is more important than money.
Johnson asked if Farage is trying to ingratiate himself with Elon Musk and other tech figures.
Farage said he had a public fallout with Musk and denied seeking his support.

Johnson asked if Farage advocates for tariffs against tech companies. Farage said he has
never suggested tariffs and emphasized the importance of trade between the U.S. and the
UK.

e Rep. Tom McClintock (R-CA) said democracy assumes people have full freedom to express
themselves and challenge each other's claims. McClintock asked Farage for his thoughts on
government regulation of speech.
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Farage agreed that citizens should be free to express opinions and make mistakes,
acknowledging limits to free speech like incitement.

McClintock said the U.S. government pressured tech companies to censor discussions on
COVID and other issues. McClintock asked how similar situations occurred in the UK and
EU. Farage said joining the EU led the UK to adopt a European way of thinking, losing its
focus on liberty and democracy.

McClintock asked if freedoms will be regained or lost. Farage said political changes in
Europe and the UK aim to restore freedoms, emphasizing practical protection for children
online while allowing free expression.

e Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-WA\) said the Trump administration revoked a student's visa for writing an
op-ed, questioning how this hinders free speech rights.

O
O

Kaye said it violates free speech rights and intimidates others from expressing similar views.
Jayapal asked how reviewing social media of visa applicants affects free speech rights. Kaye
said it deteriorates public debate and interferes with the exchange of ideas.

Jayapal asked how arresting a journalist for covering a protest compares to free speech
practices in other countries. Kaye said it aligns with authoritarian practices that criminalize
journalism and is part of a systemic approach to suppress free media.

e Rep. Tom Tiffany (R-WI) asked if the CDC was correct in its handling of COVID in 2020.

@)
O

Kaye said he is not a scientist and cannot speak to that.

Tiffany asked if people in the Department of Health Services (HHS) should be changed if
they were wrong about COVID. Kaye said that is not his understanding of why people have
been removed.

Tiffany asked if Kaye is familiar with the Berenson vs. Biden censorship case. Kaye said he is
not familiar with it.

Tiffany asked what college Kaye is a professor at. Kaye said he is at the University of
California, Irvine.

Tiffany asked how many classes Kaye is teaching this semester. Kaye said he is teaching one
class.

Tiffany asked Farage if he instructed anyone to stifle the ranking member's speech. Farage
said absolutely not.

Tiffany asked about the key issue for the far right in Europe. Farage said it is opposition to
illegal immigration and the associated costs and risks.

Tiffany asked if the illegal immigration issue is similar in Europe and America. Farage said it
is a very similar argument.

Tiffany asked about J.K. Rowling's position on transgenderism and the backlash she faced.
Farage said Rowling has faced cancel culture and abuse for her views on women's safety in
spaces like changing rooms.

Tiffany asked Price how the problem of free speech prosecutions in Europe can be fixed
and if America can help. Price said America can help by shining a spotlight on the issue and
supporting human rights for free speech.

o Ranking Member Jamie Raskin (D-MD) said freedom of speech requires accepting even speech one
opposes. Raskin asked where the focus should be for a serious study of global press freedom.

O
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Raskin asked Farage if he regretted opposing a protest against the Gaza war in the UK.
Farage said he did not oppose the protest but thought it was inappropriate on a specific
day.

Raskin asked why Farage bans journalists from his events. Farage said he does not ban
journalists and is open to questions.

Raskin asked Price if he had objections to Donald Trump's actions against law firms. Price
said he had not followed the issue closely.

e Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-CA) said the delegation was alarmed by the trend against free speech in the UK

and EU.

speech.
o

O

Kiley asked Price for context on this issue and how to strengthen alliances around free

Price said overbroad laws are used to suppress provocative speech, reaching a crisis point.
Price said the EU's DSA is extending restrictive speech regulation globally, which must be
resisted.

Kiley said the free speech rights of Americans are implicated and asked Reed about the
impact of the DMA on American companies.

Reed said the DMA acts as a non-tariff trade barrier, disadvantaging smaller companies by
reducing services and trust, ultimately harming competition.

Kiley said the focus should remain on alleviating these barriers to foster innovation in
Europe.

o Rep. Lou Correa (D-CA) asked how the DMA is affecting California firms as they try to grow in the
European Union.

O

O

Reed said the ex-ante regulation creates barriers of entry, explaining that the EU sets rules
before any bad act occurs, unlike the U.S. approach which punishes after an act.

Correa asked Reed to explain "ex-ante." Reed said it means determining behavior before it
happens, likening it to asking permission before acting.

Correa asked if the EU is finding before the actual behavior. Reed said they set rules that
could lead to fines, making it harder for businesses to enter the market.

Correa asked Kaye about California firms and the DMA. Kaye said the DMA doesn't
specifically discriminate against American companies more than others.

Correa asked Price about discrimination intentions. Price said the rules are designed to
encompass American companies, implying intentional discrimination.

o Rep. Chip Roy (R-TX) asked Price to summarize the facts behind Paivi Rdsdnen’s prosecution despite
her service in Parliament.

e}
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Price said Rdsdnen posted a tweet with a scripture verse objecting to her church funding
the Helsinki Pride Parade, leading to criminal proceedings.

Roy asked if Rasdnen has been dealing with this for four to five years. Price said her case is
before the Supreme Court, and she faces jail time and fines.

Roy asked if Rdsdnen expressed her faith regarding marriage in a Bible verse. Price said that
was correct.

Roy asked if Graham Linehan was arrested in the UK for a joke made in the US. Price
confirmed Linehan was arrested for comments posted online.

Roy asked Farage about open borders' impact on crime and culture in the UK. Farage said
the debate is difficult but ongoing.

Roy asked what will prevail when Islamophobia and transphobia issues collide in the UK.
Farage said the silent majority will eventually restore common sense, despite upcoming
divisive laws.
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o Roy asked if Sharia law is consistent with Western values. Farage said no.

e Rep. Jared Moskowitz (D-FL) asked Farage where he was going after the hearing.

o Farage said he had other commitments but did not specify.

o Moskowitz asked if Farage was meeting with the President. Farage said he could not
remember his schedule.

o Moskowitz asked if Farage had heard about the Epstein situation. Farage said he would not
comment on American matters.

o Moskowitz asked if the Epstein list should be released. Farage said he had no opinion on
the matter.

o Moskowitz asked if people in power should be held accountable for abuse. Farage said he
would discuss legal processes at another time.

o Moskowitz asked why the committee had not addressed the Epstein issue.

e Rep. Ben Cline (R-VA) asked if the OSA is a global issue and what assurances could be given that the
U.K. will not undermine privacy standards.

o Farage said a reformed government would repeal the Act and revert to earlier legislation,
emphasizing the need to protect children while allowing free speech.

o Cline asked how to balance protecting children without weakening encryption. Farage said
the current legislation gives the Office of Communications (Ofcom) excessive powers and
lacks perfect solutions.

o Cline asked how the EU's DSA affects speech and conflicts with First Amendment principles.
Price said the Act's systemic risk provision misrepresents content moderation and has led
to prosecutions for religious speech.

o Cline asked if compliance costs burden small app developers under the EU's and UK's digital
acts. Reed said these acts make it harder for parents to manage children's app usage and
shift power to regulators.

o Cline asked if these regimes create a level playing field for U.S. firms. Reed said the DMA
was intended to boost Europe's industry but has disadvantaged American innovation,
noting the U.S. economy's growth compared to Europe's.

o Rep. Mary Scanlon (D-PA) said political extremists falsely claim conservative speech is being
canceled. Scanlon asked Kaye to elaborate on the serious alarms raised in his testimony about the
situation in the U.S.

o Kaye said assaults on the press, universities, and public protest are alarming and contrast
with the DSA, which focuses on transparency and risk assessment rather than censorship.

o Scanlon said a robust investigation of big tech was shut down by a new alliance between
big tech and the Republican Party. Scanlon asked Kaye to discuss tools for citizens to fight
disinformation. Kaye said the DSA allows individuals to challenge content moderation
decisions, which is not mandated by U.S. law. Kaye mentioned Farage's suggestion about
hardware as a solution for children's access to harmful information, noting it could be
another form of censorship.

o Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-NJ) said the debate should not focus on unrelated issues like Epstein. Van
Drew asked Farage and Price what tangible actions can be taken to stop foreign influence on
American freedoms.

o Farage said that American businesses and American government need to discuss the OSA
with the British government and the impact that this legislation could have on American
businesses. He said that the EU would not be open to this conversation.
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o Price said that the EU would not be open for discussion. Said that the Irish Media
Commissioner and Ireland were the ‘ground-zero’ for this legislation and said that Ireland
needed to speak with the US and stop bullying the tech companies that had their European
headquarters in Ireland.

e Rep. Lucy McBath (D-GA) said First Amendment rights are under attack by the administration
through lawsuits, funding cuts, and restricted language. McBath asked Kaye what the implications
could be if the majority continues to ignore these attacks.

o Kaye said the current situation could lead to problematic consequences, including
restricted access to information and a lack of informed decision-making. Kaye said
recognizing violations of freedom of expression is crucial for honest discussion and
constraint.

e Rep. Barry Moore (R-AL) asked what non-trivial psychological harm means under the OSA.

o Farage said the legislation is open-ended and could mean anything, leaving decisions to
local police forces and government ministers.

o Moore asked if certain communities are being targeted under the OSA. Farage said the fear
is that some communities are treated more harshly, creating a two-tier country and eroding
trust in law and order.

o Moore asked how the OSA affects American businesses and free speech in Europe. Price
said companies face complex legislation and compliance pressures, with the European
Commission threatening fines for non-compliance.

o Moore said fines could be 10% of global revenue. Price confirmed this.

o Moore asked if people could claim offense under the OSA. Farage said free speech should
allow causing offense, provided limits like incitement are understood.

e Rep. Dan Goldman (D-NY) said it was refreshing to hear GOP colleagues express concern about
authoritarianism. Goldman asked if the concern about government regulating speech aligns with
the principle that those who disagree with the government are often targeted.

e Ranking Member Jamie Raskin (D-MD) said the importance of political dissent is a test of
constitutional patriotism, emphasizing the need to defend those targeted by government
repression, even if one disagrees with them.

e Rep. Dan Goldman (D-NY) said the Department of Justice is investigating individuals who have
spoken out against the President, including Senator Adam Schiff (D-CA) and New York State Attorney
General Letitia James, highlighting a suppression of speech opposing the President's views.

o Rep. Harriet Hageman (R-WY) said the OSA is being used to impose government-backed censorship,
particularly against speech critical of government policy. Hageman asked Price if he was familiar
with instances where speeches in Parliament or by public figures were censored under the guise of
protecting minors.

o Price said he was familiar with censorship of public protests in the UK, where the OSA has
blocked access to content under the claim of protecting children.

o Hageman asked if Price was aware of reports that police forces made over 12,000 arrests
in 2023 related to social media posts. Price confirmed he was aware.

o Hageman asked if Price had heard that the OSA was just a first step in addressing online
harm. Price confirmed he had.

o Hageman asked if Price was aware of the arrest of Graham Linehan for social media posts
about transgender issues. Price said he knew Linehan personally.

o Hageman asked if police officers in England are typically armed. Price said they are not.
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Hageman asked if it was strange for Linehan to be met by armed police officers. Price said
armed police are usually present at airports for counter-terrorism.

Hageman asked if Linehan was considered a terrorist. Price said it was unclear under what
provision he was arrested, but the Terrorism Act allows for such arrests.

Hageman asked if Linehan was identified as a terrorist due to his online posts. Price said it
was not clear, but the power is used to detain people at ports.

Hageman asked Price to describe what happened with Linehan's incident. Price said
Linehan was detained, searched, and questioned about his beliefs on gender ideology.
Hageman asked if Linehan's bail conditions included not using X. Price said extraordinary
bail conditions have been seen before, citing a similar case with Pastor Dia Moodley.

o Rep. Deborah Ross (D-NC) said freedom of speech and innovation are under threat in the U.S. Ross
asked how the Trump administration's actions against research universities have harmed
innovation.

O

O

Kaye said the administration's actions interfere with innovation by withholding grants and
attempting to control research and teaching.

Ross asked about the impact of Al models on intellectual property rights and innovation,
noting stronger protections in Europe. Kaye said Europe’s Al Act aims to harness Al for
democratic purposes and protect fundamental rights, offering a model for the U.S. to
consider.

Ross credited Congressman Issa for his work on protecting creators and encouraged the
Judiciary Committee to take action.

o Rep. Russell Fry (R-SC) asked if Prime Minister Starmer's statement that the UK does not have a free
speech problem is accurate.

O

Price said it is not. Price said there have been numerous prosecutions in the UK for non-
violent speech, including silent prayer and consensual conversations.

Fry asked if 12,183 prosecutions, a 50% increase from pre-pandemic levels, sound accurate
and what it indicates about the British government's focus on speech. Price said it shows
the UK is in a spiral of censorship, worsened by the DSA and the OSA.

Fry asked if the OSA is used to target uncomfortable speech. Price said Section 62, meant
to protect children, is used to censor political content.

Fry asked if the arrest of an Irish comedian for satirical content was appropriate. Price said
the comedian is a satirist in a long tradition of Irish satire.

Fry asked if satire is part of British and Irish culture. Price said satire is a tradition that helps
prevent political extremism by allowing people to poke fun at leadership.

Fry asked if there is frustration in Europe over government focus on speech rather than
immigration enforcement. Price agreed, saying censorship is an act of desperation to shut
down public discontent.

Fry asked if the DMA incentivizes Chinese companies to flood the market and its impact on
American companies. Reed said Article 6 provisions open the door to confusion and
degrade trust in platforms.

o Ranking Member Jamie Raskin (D-MD) asked if it would be consistent with committee rules to send
someone to invite a missing witness back, as several members have not yet questioned him.

e Rep. Brad Knott (R-NC) said there was no objection to asking the witness to return, noting the
witness appeared and left voluntarily.
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e Rep. Becca Balint (D-VT) said she spent August listening to Vermonters' concerns about young
people's safety and future. Balint asked Kaye how the EU's DSA regulates social media content for
children.

o Kaye said the DSA requires large platforms to assess risks related to illegal content, including
child sexual abuse material, and to take mitigating measures.

o Balint asked if the EU prioritizes protecting kids from content related to suicide and self-
harm. Kaye said the DSA is not content-specific but risk assessment provisions indicate
these issues are key concerns for Europeans.

o Balint said the hearing is not about making the internet safer for kids but about criticizing
Europeans who are trying to regulate big tech. Balint emphasized the need to create basic
rules for big tech to protect children over corporate interests.

e Rep. Laurel Lee (R-FL) said European and UK digital laws threaten American values and innovation.
Lee asked Price about the use of vague terms like "non-trivial psychological harm" in the UK's OSA
and their enforceability.

o Price said the terms are vague and problematic under common law.

o Lee asked if the regulatory scheme is appropriate or enforceable. Price said it is not
appropriate but intended to be enforced.

o Lee asked Reed about the EU's DMA and its impact on American companies. Reed said the
act forces large companies to limit tools for small businesses, harming competition.

e  Chair Jim Jordan (R-OH) asked Price if certain individuals were unfairly treated under the DSA. Price
confirmed the accuracy of the cases mentioned.

o Jordan asked if American comments could be censored under the DSA. Price said they could
be.

o Jordan asked Reed about European companies' complaints regarding the DMA. Reed said
smaller European companies are complaining about the DMA's focus.

o Rep. Chuy Garcia (D-IL) said the hearing is about Republicans being influenced by big tech and
distracting from issues of free speech. Garcia asked Kaye to comment on the use of the immigration
system to suppress freedom of expression.

o Kaye said the examples provided are accurate and acknowledged that content-based
restrictions in the U.S. are serious interferences with freedom of expression.

o Rep. Mark Harris (R-NC) asked if posting a Bible verse or saying there are only two genders is
considered hate speech.

o Price said he would not consider that hate speech.

o Harris asked who determines what constitutes content that incites hatred under the UK's
OSA. Price said Ofcom is the regulator, and the legislation includes priority content that is
age-restricted and illegal in real life.

o Harris asked if hate speech is objective. Price said it is a tautology and mentioned the UN's
Rabat Plan of Action, noting European courts' incoherent jurisprudence.

o Harris asked if American social media companies must comply with the UK's OSA and how
it impacts their terms of service. Price said they must comply, and it often means setting
global operations to meet EU law, similar to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

o Harris asked if silent prayer is coercive and if it should result in legal consequences. Price
said no to both.

o Harris asked what message is sent to pro-life activists when they are prosecuted for
peaceful prayer and protest. Price said it shows intolerance and police overreach, with
vague and overbroad laws impacting free speech rights.
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e Rep. Glenn Grothman (R-WI) asked Price what one must say to end up in prison in Britain today.

O

Price said overbroad laws in the UK have led to legitimate speech being criminally
prosecuted, citing a Christian pastor arrested for stirring up religious hatred, though
charges were dropped.

Grothman said he was unaware of what Lucy Connolly said that led to her imprisonment.
Price said Connolly tweeted something disagreeable, removed it after a few hours, but still
received a lengthy sentence.

Grothman asked if pointing out a murderer's transgender identity would be illegal in
England. Price said it could be seen as criticism and potentially lead to accusations of
stirring up hatred.

Grothman expressed disbelief at the concept of stirring up hatred and questioned what
constitutes hatred. Price said legitimate Christian beliefs are sometimes labeled as hatred.
Grothman asked if enforcing the First Amendment would allow people to say whatever they
want. Price said the U.S. is fortunate to have First Amendment protections and wished
Europe had similar rights.

e Rep. Jasmine Crockett (D-TX) asked Price if government actions like fining or defunding news outlets
for not sharing a particular political message support free speech or suppress it.

O
O

O

Price said he needed more context to answer the question.

Crockett asked if fining or defunding news outlets for not aligning politically is a violation of
free speech. Price said he was unsure how it related to his expertise.

Crockett asked Kaye if such actions constitute viewpoint discrimination. Kaye said it sounds
like viewpoint discrimination.

Crockett asked if requiring news outlets to promote a political ideology is federal
suppression. Kaye said it sounds like interference with content moderation.

Crockett asked if banning materials based on content is suppression. Kaye said book bans
are an example of this.

Crockett asked if threatening companies with lawsuits or fines to do the government's
bidding is undue pressure. Kaye said it sounds like undue pressure.

e Rep. Brad Knott (R-NC) said the encroachments on freedom of expression in Europe are chilling and
totalitarian. Knott asked Price how proponents of restrictive measures argue they are protecting

youth.

O
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Price said the argument is that safety requires restrictions like age verification, which
prevents minors from accessing certain content, including lawful content.

Knott asked how restrictions on religious content factor into child protection. Price said
efforts to restrict content increased after political events like Trump's election and Brexit,
suggesting a political motive.

Knott asked about the goal behind diminishing freedoms and prosperity. Price said the goal
is narrative control, influencing democracy by restricting information.

Knott asked if progressivism uses these tools to silence dissent. Price said Christians are
disproportionately targeted, with a two-tier approach to human rights.

Knott asked Kaye if the Biden administration suppressed COVID information. Kaye said he
did not know.

Knott asked if Kaye criticized Zuckerberg for government pressure on social media. Kaye
said there was pressure but courts found it was not unlawful coercion.

Knott asked if Kaye affirms the Biden administration's actions. Kaye said there should be a
balance in government-platform communication without coercion.
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o Knott asked if saying vaccines do not work would be allowed on Facebook. Kaye said it
would depend on the timing.

e Chair Jim Jordan (R-OH) asked if President Trump has banned any books in the country.

o Kaye said he is not aware of President Trump specifically banning books but mentioned that
books on Martin Luther King have been removed from libraries. Jordan said that local
library boards, not the president, decide on book appropriateness for children, similar to
arguments in the EU and UK regarding digital content.

o Ranking Member Jamie Raskin (D-MD) said that an executive order led to the removal of books
from Department of Defense schools abroad, causing protests by American families in Europe.
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