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Defense and Critical 
Technologies

BGR’s bipartisan Defense and Critical Technologies Practice represents
clients on a wide range of issues spanning traditional defense and
homeland security, space and intelligence, full-spectrum cyber and
global supply chain issues, both domestically and internationally. These
efforts touch Congress and the Administration on behalf of major
defense and aerospace companies, cutting edge emerging technology
start-ups, manufacturing suppliers, government service providers,
veterans’ organizations, and nonprofits. From shaping policy and federal
budgetary issues to acquisition authorizations and appropriations,
BGR’s insider understanding of national security issues and unparalleled
network of government relationships deliver results. 

BGR also understands that emerging critical technologies are driving the
future of national security innovation and the global commercial
economy. The dual-purpose nature of artificial intelligence/machine
learning, quantum science, microelectronics, hypersonics, directed
energy, biotechnology, cybersecurity, big data analytics, space
technology, and unmanned systems are accelerating global investment
and growth. The BGR team provides subject matter expertise, real-time
intelligence, and personal relationships to influence the full spectrum of
decision-makers, helping companies that are disrupting the status quo,
and enabling their growth and success.

Founded in 1991, BGR 
is a privately-owned, bipartisan 
consulting firm, specializing in 
government affairs and public 

relations, with offices in 
Washington, D.C., Austin, Texas, 

and London.
 

BGR clients include 
Fortune 500 companies, trade 

associations, non- profit 
organizations, issue-oriented 

coalitions, academic institutions, 
health care providers and product 

manufacturers, 
as well as foreign, state, 
and local governments.
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Today’s companies providing national security capabilities, space
systems, health care for veterans, military construction, government
services, and logistics operations require advocacy for diverse domestic
and international business models that span multiple sectors. The ability
for companies to cultivate strategic relationships, shape authorizations
and appropriations language across multiple pieces of legislation, and
expand corporate brand awareness will be game changers. 

BGR’s Defense and Critical Technologies Practice works collaboratively
with experts throughout the firm to meet client needs.
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Defense and Critical Technologies Team

DAN GREENWOOD
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
Dan advises clients and advocates on national security,
homeland security, space, cybersecurity, and emerging
technologies. His wide-ranging government relations
and national security expertise includes key roles at the
White House, the National Security Council, and a long,
distinguished career in the U.S. Marine Corps.

dgreenwood@bgrdc.com

PETE LANDRUM
PRINCIPAL
At BGR, Pete guides clients from every sector through the
legislative process, including defense companies and
organizations, veteran interest groups, banks and banking
coalitions, economic development organizations,
agricultural interests, institutions of higher learning,
foreign countries and international businesses, technology
companies and other commerce-related interests. In
addition to serving as a senior Defense staffer on Capitol
Hill, Pete served for 31 years in the Alabama Army
National Guard.

plandrum@bgrdc.com

DAVID URBAN
MANAGING DIRECTOR
David has more than three decades of experience in the
military, law, business, politics and public service
sectors. David provides strategic advice and counsel to
BGR clients throughout the firm. A graduate of West
Point, David served as an artillery officer in the 101st
Airborne Division where he was awarded the Bronze
Star for his service during Operation Desert Storm. He
also served as Chairman of the American Battle
Monuments Commission.

djurban@bgrdc.com

FRED TURNER
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT
Prior to joining BGR, Fred served as Chief of Staff to
Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. In this role, Fred served as
the Senator’s top policy and political advisor and had
oversight of the Senator’s offices in Washington, D.C., and
New Jersey. A Garden State native, Fred joined Senator
Menendez after serving as Chief of Staff at the
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
frequently known as the U.S. Helsinki Commission.

fturner@bgrdc.com
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JOEL BAILEY
VICE PRESIDENT
Joel has more than 15 years of experience in Washington,
with more than a decade on Capitol Hill. His expertise
includes helping public and private entities navigate
Congress and the Executive Branch to achieve their goals.
He joined BGR in 2021 after most recently serving as Chief
of Staff to Congressman Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), a Member
of the House Ways and Means Committee. Prior to this,
Joel served as a Director for Federal Affairs for the National
Restaurant Association.

jbailey@bgrdc.com

AMB. DOUG LUTE
PRACTICE CHAIR
Over his long, distinguished career in the U.S. military and
as a senior White House advisor and diplomat, Ambassador
Lute has built extensive relationships with national security,
diplomatic and military leaders in the U.S. and around the
world. Ambassador Lute’s familiarity with American
foreign policy and today’s policymakers gives him unique
insight into the Biden team’s approach to international
security and U.S. relationships with its allies and partners.

dlute@bgrdc.com

ERSKINE WELLS
PRACTICE HEAD
In addition to being the president of BGR, Erskine also
leads BGR’s Defense and Critical Technologies Practice and
works closely with the Commerce Practice. He assists clients
ranging from defense shipbuilders and aviation
manufacturers to wireless and cable businesses to
international electronics and global shipping companies. He
is well regarded as a substantive policy expert with
connections throughout government.

ewells@bgrdc.com

WALKER ROBERTS
PRINCIPAL
Walker advocates for foreign countries and individuals and
assists U.S. and foreign companies with their business-to-
business activities. He has successfully facilitated U.S.
acquisitions and investments for several foreign firms and
sovereign wealth funds, including securing U.S. government
approval through the Committee on Foreign Investment in
the U.S. (CFIUS).

wroberts@bgrdc.com

JOSEPH LAI
PRINCIPAL
Joe served as Legislative Affairs Special Assistant to
former President Trump. He led the President’s Senate
outreach on economic issues, including the passage of the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, and the USMCA. Prior to
joining the White House, Joe served as legislative director
and military legislative assistant to Senator Roger Wicker
(R-MS), and as policy advisor to Senators George
Voinovich (R-OH) and Chuck Hagel (R-NE).

jlai@bgrdc.com

TRISTAN WHITAKER
POLICY ANALYST
Tristan Whitaker is a Policy Analyst for BGR Group’s
Defense and Critical Technologies Practice. In this role, he
provides research and analysis for clients on national
security, space, cybersecurity, and defense issues. Tristan
joined BGR in 2022 after serving as a research clerk. Tristan
is pursuing a master’s degree at American University’s
School of International Service, where he studies U.S.
foreign policy and national security.

twhitaker@bgrdc.com
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