State and Local Advocacy
BGR Group stands out among Washington, D.C.-based firms with its
robust bipartisan state and local government relations offering. Our State
and Local Advocacy team utilizes decades of combined experience to
support client engagement with stakeholders ranging from Governors, Lt.
Governors, Attorneys General and Secretaries of State to legislative leaders,
mayors and county officials, as well as law enforcement professionals.
Through tailored advocacy strategies, BGR helps clients build reputational
and brand awareness with key decision-makers, successfully navigate
complex regulatory environments, negotiate incentives, advantage
business development efforts, pass and defeat legislation, as well as activate
state and local support to drive federal advocacy efforts. Our trusted name
and reputation are valued commodities that can be relied upon to deliver
new business opportunities and policy solutions.
With 36 gubernatorial seats, 30 Attorneys General seats and 88 of the
country's 99 state legislative chambers on the ballot in November 2022,
BGR navigates clients through the policy development processes and the
myriad of political nuances. As state and local leaders play critical roles in
shaping health care, broadband, education, workforce training,
cybersecurity, public safety and energy policies, BGR’s State and Local
Advocacy team equips our clients to impact the executive, legislative and
regulatory decision-making processes.

The team is experienced with designing, organizing,
and implementing multi-state advocacy campaigns
including managing local lobbyists and maximizing
participation in state and local government
associations to achieve a client’s short and long-term
goals.

Founded in 1991, BGR
is a privately-owned, bipartisan
consulting firm, specializing in
government affairs and public
relations, with offices in
Washington, D.C., Austin, Texas, and
London.
BGR clients include
Fortune 500 companies, trade
associations, non- profit
organizations, issue-oriented
coalitions, academic institutions,
health care providers and product
manufacturers,
as well as foreign, state,
and local governments.

LOREN MONROE
PRACTICE CO-HEAD
lmonroe@bgrdc.com

We take a bipartisan, team-oriented approach to
advocating on complex issues at the state and local
levels to ensure our clients achieve results.

www.bgrdc.com
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FOUNDING PARTNER

LOREN MONROE
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Governor Barbour returned to BGR in January 2012
after serving two consecutive terms as Governor of
Mississippi, including two years as the Chairman of the
Republican Governors Association. At BGR, he heads
advocacy coalitions, lobbies on behalf of his clients and
remains a major force in Republican party politics and
elections.

Loren leads BGR’s State and Local Advocacy practice
and helps provide clients with policy solutions and
business opportunities at the local, state and federal
levels across the country. Consistently named as one of
Washington's top lobbyists, Loren currently serves on
the Finance Committee for the Republican Governors
Association and the Republican State Leadership
Committee.
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WILLIAM CROZER
VICE PRESIDENT

JERRY STRICKLAND
PRINCIPAL, TEXAS DIRECTOR

William is a Vice President and Managing Director of
State and Local Advocacy. He served for nearly three
years in the White House Office of Intergovernmental
Affairs where he helped manage relationships with the
country’s more than 500,000 state, local, and tribal
officials. William supports clients’ federal, state and
local advocacy efforts.

Jerry Strickland leads BGR’s Austin office where he
helps clients navigate federal and state government
agencies, the U.S. Congress as well as the Texas
legislature. Prior to joining BGR, Jerry served as
Governor Greg Abbott’s appointee to lead the Texas
Office of State-Federal Relations. In this role he helped
secure billions of dollars in disaster relief for the state
and balance state funds sent to the federal government.

wcrozer@bgrdc.com

jstrickland@bgrdc.com

BILL VINEY
PRINCIPAL

MAYOR STEVE BENJAMIN
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER

Bill assists the firm’s clients in using the legislative
process to impact federal policies and helps them secure
state and federal funding, both through the legislative
process as well as directly through state and federal
agencies. As an expert in his field, Bill is responsible for
overseeing appropriations initiatives for BGR’s clients
and has built a reputation as a leading advocate for
municipalities as well as nonprofit and corporate
clients.

Mayor Steve Benjamin focuses on outreach to state and
local governments and coalition building around issues
including infrastructure, telecommunications, and public
financing. He serves as a non-lobbying strategic advisor to
BGR and its clients as they navigate the current political
landscape. Benjamin was first elected mayor of Columbia,
South Carolina, in 2010. He served as President of the U.S.
Conference of Mayors in 2018 and as President of the
African American Mayors Association in 2015.

bviney@bgrdc.com

sbenjamin@bgrdc.com

KEIFFER J. MITCHELL, JR.
VICE PRESIDENT

PATRICK DOLAN
SENIOR DIRECTOR

Keiffer helps clients navigate issues at the state and local
level and shares his unique, bipartisan perspective as a
former senior aide to Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, an
elected Democratic State Delegate, and a former Baltimore
City Councilman. He has extensive experience dealing with
issues ranging from education, broadband deployment and
infrastructure policies. He also worked closely with
Governor Hogan and cabinet agencies to prioritize policy
issues as well as to advance budgets and the legislative
priorities before the Maryland General Assembly.

Patrick serves as a Senior Director for State Affairs in
the State Advocacy and Appropriations Practice. In this
role, Patrick coordinates state-focused policy campaigns
that advance bipartisan objectives in state capitals
across the U.S. and leads BGR’s outreach to Democratic
governors, mayors and legislators.

kmithcell@bgrdc.com

pdolan@bgrdc.com

HALIE DANIELS
SENIOR ASSOCIATE

ELLEN BROWN
POLICY ANALYST

Halie Daniels serves as a Senior Associate in BGR’s
Austin, Texas office where she is a key member of the
firm’s bipartisan State and Local Advocacy Practice.
Prior to joining BGR, Halie served as a Texas Assistant
Attorney General. In this role, Halie represented the
State of Texas, including the Governor, Attorney
General, and various State agencies.

Ellen supports BGR's State & Local Advocacy team,
providing comprehensive legislative and political
reports and analyses while working alongside state
and local governments, Congress, the White House,
federal agencies, and political committees.

hdaniels@bgrdc.com
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